
Beijing+20: Violence against Women 

Conclusions:  

The BPfA aims to tackle violence against women through the promotion of integrated measures in 
the Member States to prevent and eliminate violence against women;  increased knowledge on 
the causes and consequences of violence against women and the effectiveness of preventive 
measures; and through assisting victims of violence including those affected by trafficking. Since 
the Beijing +15 review, violence against women has gained more visibility. There is more research 
and data collection on violence against women and a better understanding of the nature and scale 
of the problem of violence against women in the EU. EIGE has undertaken a number of studies 
which link to indicators in this area of concern, including collecting methods, tools and good 
practices in preventing domestic violence and on state measures to combat violence against 
women as part of a study on Victim Support. These efforts have been complemented by Member 
State initiatives to strengthen the legislative and institutional framework to combat violence 
against women. 
Recent EU-wide research on the prevalence of different forms of violence against women show 
that most EU Member States conducted national prevalence studies on violence against women 
between 2000 and 2011 (FRA, 2014a). It can be estimated that across EU Member States, 
approximately 20-25 % of women have experienced physical violence in their lifetime. Data gaps 
persist due to the high level of under-reporting of violent incidents, but also due to the poor 
quality of police statistics on domestic violence, gaps in data on femicide, perpetrators of domestic 
violence/intimate-partner violence or female genital mutilation.  
All EU Member States have introduced some forms of protective measures, and domestic violence 
is criminalis

numbers of cases of domestic violence being prosecuted, especially in the case of rape and sexual 
assault, despite the high prevalence of domestic violence against women. Increasing attention to 
actions in the area of combating trafficking in human beings have been emphasised in the 

the UNECE.  
Improvements have been made to services for women survivors of domestic violence in the EU, 
including increased recognition of the need to offer support to women survivors of violence facing 
multiple discrimination, and of the importance of the health care sector in responding to domestic 
violence. Most EU Member States offer perpetrator programmes, mostly including psychological 
or psychiatric treatment, counselling and therapies.  
Nevertheless, there is still work to be done to further support women victims of violence. While 
more than half of 

some EU Member States, as a consequence of austerity measures. Half of the recommended 
number of shelter places is currently not offered. 
The majority of Member States recognise the importance of training professionals on preventing 
domestic violence, but only a few Member States have systematic training programmes for 
professionals, largely due to limited funding.   
National Action Plans to address the issue of domestic violence are in place in almost all Member 
States. However, the progress is impeded by the lack of implementation timeframes, 
responsibilities or limited budgets, and absence of a gender perspective and cross-sector 
consultation processes. 
Since Beijing+15 increased efforts have been made to tackle issues in this critical area of concern 
together with a greater commitment of Member States to preventing and combatting gender-
based violence against women, most notably through the process of ratification of the Istanbul 
Convention. Gender-based violence remains a prevalent issue in the EU, one of the biggest gender 
inequalities of our time. It gravely harms not only individual women, but also impose serious 



harms on families, communities and societies more generally. It is therefore crucial to continue to 
address these issues and keep up the momentum that has been building since the last overall 
Beijing review.  
 

Ways forward for the EU in addressing violence against women 

Ensuring commitment and resources 

 There is a need to ensure that significant political will and funding is in place to build on 
existing measures and actions to combat violence against women, and to improve those 
measures in a way that ensures the meeting of minimum standards of support for violence 
survivors across all Member States. 
 
Driving data collection forward 

 The significant gains in the process of collecting prevalence and administrative data for 
monitoring the implementation of actions in the area of violence against women and to 
increase comparability across Member States should be built upon to develop indicators.  
 
Expending perspectives on gender-based violence against women 

 Direct forms of violence against women should be addressed in connection to norms, 
attitudes and stereotypes - indirect forms of violence - that underpin gender-based 
violence against women and gender equality in general.  

 


