
EIGE’s Gender Statistics 

 

Development, Maintenance and Challenges 



Statistics… 

…insight and knowledge 
 
…policy making and evaluation 
 
…monitoring and measurement of progress 
 
…independent and objective source of information 



Gender Statistics 

 
• data are collected and presented disaggregated by sex as a primary 

and overall classification 
 

• data are reflecting gender issues 
 

• data are based on concepts and definitions that adequately capture 
all aspects of women and men’s lives 
 

• data collection methods take into account stereotypes and social and 
cultural factors that may induce gender biases 
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`A field of statistics which cuts across the traditional fields adequately reflecting differences 
and inequalities in the situation of women and men in all areas of life` 



Why a Gender perspective? 

 
• data disaggregated by sex are not exhaustive 

 
• social relationship between women and men are more relevant 

than  biological differences 
 

• important instrument for Monitoring & Evaluation 
 

• fundamental tool to mainstream gender and develop gender 
sensitive policies 
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The Goals 
 
• awareness raising on how to produce and use gender 

statistics data/Identify statistics gaps 
 

• encourage Member States to produce and use gender 
statistics 
 

• Make visible the different contribution of women and 
men to economic growth 
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In network with Statistics producers, Policy makers, 
Researchers, Media, Civil Society 



“Making equality between 
women and men a reality for all 
Europeans and beyond.” (EIGE) 

Gender Equality is a fundamental value 
in EU and is vital to its  

economic and social growth 



EIGE`s Gender 

Statistics Database 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT5nAjpVQjw
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   Gender Statistics Database 

Monitoring the 
Beijing Platform for 

Action 

Gender-based 
violence 

Gender Equality Index 

Gender Mainstreaming 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT5nAjpVQjw


EIGE‘s gender statistics   
database 
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Focuses exclusively on gender statistics, which are 
intended for the very specific and clearly defined 
purpose of measuring and advancing gender 
equality 



EIGE’s Gender Statistics 
database  
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A collection of statistical data and associated metadata pertaining 
specifically to the area of gender statistics 

Publicly available 

Logically grouping indicators/structured guide for selecting  
statistics 

Tree-based browsing interface and keyword search 

Updating with new available data 

Data and metadata 

Presents the Index-relevant statistics along with other types of 
gender statistics 
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What is the added value? 

one-stop source 

easy access 

up to date 



Indicators 
 selection criteria 

• Relevant from the gender equality 
perspective 
– Highlight differences between the role and life of 

women and men 
 

• Within the EU policy framework 
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Organising principles 

14 

• The Database has a diverse user base: 
– Policymakers (EU and national) 
– Academic researchers 
– Students 
– Civil Society 
– … 

 
• User diversity necessitates multiple entry 

points/ browsing trees 
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Browsing tree: Entry points 



User interface and navigation 
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Browsing the tree 
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Browsing the tree 
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Browsing the tree: Themes metadata 
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Browsing the tree 
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Browsing the tree 
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Browsing the tree 
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Typing in part of a name or code 
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Keyword search 

24 



Keyword search 

25 



Keyword search 
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Data page 
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Title area and default graph 
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Default graph: Filters 
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Timeline graph 
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Timeline graph: Filters 
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Timeline graph with extra filter 

32 



Map 

33 



Data table (for timeline graph) 
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Data table (for default graph) 
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Dataset information area 
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Reference metadata (collapsed) 
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Reference metadata (Section 3 expanded) 
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Export facility 

39 



Export facility 
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Limitation: No complex tables 

41 



Limitation: No complex tables 
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The full table 

43 



The full table (customized) 

44 
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JUSTICE 

Data sources (fully processed) 

Member States 
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Data sources (currently processing) 

Member States 

http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/index.htm
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Update procedures 

• Eurostat’s online database: 
• Automatic updating of data & metadata (bulk download 

facility) 
• Examination of table of contents to identify new data 

• Women and Men in Decision Making: 
• Until now, regular downloads from website 
• Integrated at EIGE going forward 

• Gender Equality Index and Women and Men in Decision 
Making: 

• DS based on external sources: recomputed automatically 
• DS computed at EIGE: updated when computed 

• Surveys (Eurobarometer, Eurofound, ESS, and EVS): 
• Updated when new waves released 
• Computed from microdata 
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Addition of new sources 

STEP 1: Identify sources 

STEP 2: Assess sources, perform 
feasibility analysis 
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Algorithm for source selection 

• Identify all sources for given data item 
• Minimum requirements: 

• Sufficient metadata 
• Sex-disaggregated data available 

• Use the highest-quality remaining source 
• Change presentation when problems found:  

• Do not display non-comparable data side-
by-side; 

• Reflect problems in the metadata 



Challenges 

Who Are We Leaving Behind And How Far? 



Good evidence 
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Robust information about the lives of women and 
men 

Understanding the size and nature of the gender 
gap 

Indentify the underlying causes of inequality 
and measure its consequences 



Quality and availability 
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• Data is reliable, valid and representative/Free from 
gender biases 
 

• Good coverage, including country coverage and regular 
country production 
 

• Comparability across countries in terms of concepts, 
definitions and measures 
 

• Disaggregated into smaller units by race and ethnicity, 
age and geographical location, as well as sex. 



Quality assessment 
 –Which framework?– 
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European Statistical System  - ESS (Eurostat 2014, 2015) 

European Statistics Code of Practice (Eurostat 2011) 

Specific requirements on gender 
statistics 



Synergies 
 
• International/regional/national organisations with similar 

initiatives on gender statistics 
 

• National and international statistical providers supporting the 
dissemination process of their data 
 

• Users of gender statistics, notably EIGE‘s main stakeholders who 
will also support the database communication process 
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Challenges 
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• Gender statistics gaps 
 

• Updating process&relevance for users 
 

• Consistency with EIGE`s message on gender 
equality 
 

• Connection to other EIGE`s knowledge products 
 

• Partnerships with statistical providers/producers  



Statistics are a powerful tool 

Without it 

Ability to influence policy, track 
progress and demand 

accountability is hampered 



Thank you 

https://twitter.com/eurogender 

facebook.com/eige.europa.eu 

youtube.com/user/eurogender 

eige.europa.eu/newsletter 

EuroGender Network 

www.eige.europa.eu 

http://www.eige.europa.eu/
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