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One of EIGE`s aims is to keep the Gender Statistics Database as an up-to-date, useful and 
relevant tool for its users.  

Thanks to the valuable input received in the previous online discussions and meetings, a set 
of priorities has been identified to further develop and improve this tool. Starting in 2017, 
we consider expanding the scope of the database, enlarging the geographical coverage, 
improving functionalities and actively communicating the data. 

Do these priorities reflect your needs? Join the online discussion and let us know how to 
make the Gender Statistics Database an even more useful tool for your work. 

The online discussion takes place on EuroGender, 13 December 2016, 10.00 am - 4.00pm 
CET. The page of the online discussion will remain open for your comments the entire day. 

The Background document (including proposed priorities) and the Agenda (including 
questions to be raised during the discussion) can be found under Resource tab. 

There are several points on our Online Discussion Agenda (enclosed and available for 
download), but the following are the main sessions: 

10:00 to 10:10: Welcome 

10:10 to 12:00: Identifying key priorities 
Several action points for further development of the database have been already identified, 
including: improving functionality of the database, expanding its scope, linkage with existing 
data sources and dissemination through briefing papers. 

12.00 to 13.00: Lunch break 

13.00 to 14.30: Telling a story 
In order to promote further the usage of the database and keep its visibility alive, EIGE is 
planning to produce and disseminate regular briefing notes based on data collated in the 
database. 

14:30 to 15:30: Linking with other data sources 
During last Experts’ group meeting on EIGE’s gender statistics database the participants 
raised the need to mainstream the database into other publicly available resources maintained, 
namely by other statistics producers. 

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/online-discussions/online-discussion-key-priorities-eige-gender-statistics-database
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/online-discussions/online-discussion-key-priorities-eige-gender-statistics-database
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/


15.30 to 16.00: Q&A 
Other questions/comments/suggestions the online audience would like to raise in connection 
to EIGE’s gender statistics database. 

On the day of the online discussion, please login to your EuroGender account in order 
to be able to post comments. If you are not a registered member of EuroGender, 
click here to register.  

Practical tips: 

• The online discussion takes place in the form of writing. The window for posting 
comments will appear at 10.00 CET precisely. 

• The window for comments is adjustible in size. You can make it bigger to see more 
of your written text. 

• Click Load all replies to see all previous posts 
• Use the window for posting comments only. The facilitators have the additional 

'Reply' to that allows them to answer questions you might have asked within your 
post or raise more questions in connection to your post. 

• Chrome browser works far better than Internet Explorer. 
• If encountering any difficulties, please contact us at: eurogender@eige.europa.eu. 

Looking forward to seeing you online! 

File attachments: od_on_future_priorites_of_db_agenda.pdf, 
future_priorites_of_db_background_document.pdf 
 
Facilitators: European Institute for Gender Equality, Karolina Jakubowska, Ligia Nobrega, 
Carla Bros Sabria 

1. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:01 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning! 

 

2. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:02 CET (+01:00)  

We are Katerina Mantouvalou, Karolina Jakubowska from ICF and Carla Bros Sabria 
from Alphametrics. Together with Ligia Nobrega from EIGE we will be moderating 
today’s online discussion. Thank you for your interest in the EIGE’s Gender Statistics 
Database. 

We would like to clarify that we will be online until 4 p.m. (Brussels time). We invite 
you to follow and participate in the discussion as much as you can. Still, if you do not 
have enough time during the day, please be informed that the discussion remains open 
for you to post comments for the rest of the day. 

How to provide input: 

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/user/register
mailto:eurogender@eige.europa.eu
http://eige.europa.eu/gender-statistics/dgs
http://eige.europa.eu/gender-statistics/dgs


As you can see in the event’s page, there are three topics of today’s discussion. The 
discussion will be facilitated according to the agenda. However, in case you wish to 
refer to a topic that has been addressed earlier, feel free to do so by referring to the 
topic (as per agenda). 

We invite those of you who are online and those who will join throughout the 
afternoon to share your thoughts on EIGE’s Gender Statistics Database. Your input 
will be most helpful to further improve this tool. 

We are looking forward to interesting exchanges and to a fruitful discussion! 

 

3. Marjut Pietiläinen | 13/12/2016, 10:02 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning from Helsinki! 

 

4. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 10:03 CET (+01:00)  

And good morning from Geneva! 

 

5. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 10:04 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning from Italy! 

 

6. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:04 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning everybody and welcome to another exciting online discussion on 
EIGE's gender statistics database. I am looking forward to see your 
comments/questions which will help us keeping this tool usable and relevant 

 

7. Maris Goldmanis | 13/12/2016, 10:04 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning from Riga! 

 

8. Cristina Martelli | 13/12/2016, 10:06 CET (+01:00)  

good morning from Florence! 

good morning from Florence 



 

9. Vytaute Vailionyte | 13/12/2016, 10:06 CET (+01:00)  

Hello everyone!  

I'm Vytaute Vailionyte from EIGE’s team. 

Thank you for your interest in the EIGE's Gender Statistics Database. Your thoughts 
and recommendations are valuable input for us in order to keep this tool an up-to-
date, useful and relevant tool for its users. 

We are looking forward to an interesting discussion on key priorities for the database! 

 

10. Anna Leiškalne | 13/12/2016, 10:06 CET (+01:00)  

Another good morning from Riga! 

 

11. Cristina Castellanos Serrano | 13/12/2016, 10:06 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning from Madrid! 

 

12. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:09 CET (+01:00)  

Welcome again everybody. We can start the discussion with focus on the first topic 
on key steps that should be taken in the the future development of EIGE’s Gender 
Statistics Database. At the beginning could you tell us, how does EIGE’s Gender 
Statistics Database meets your needs so far? 

 

13. Gender Equality Unit - Czech Republic | 13/12/2016, 10:10 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning from Prague! 

 

14. Tim de Jong Atria Institute on Gender Equality and Women's History | 13/12/2016, 
10:12 CET (+01:00)  

good morning from Amsterdam 

 



15. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:13 CET (+01:00)  

EIGE’s  Gender Statistics Database has been publicly available since February 2016, 
collecting more than 77.000 external views so far. However, users do not go further 
than 2/3 clicks and stay around 3 minutes time on the page. This means that a lot of 
the database potential is not being used. We would like to know how useful you find 
it in order to tailor it better to your needs. 

 

16. Cristina Castellanos Serrano | 13/12/2016, 10:19 CET (+01:00)  

When looking for info related to a particular topic, if you try with a particular 
indicator and you come back, you have to start from the beginning. So, exploration 
may not be so encouraged, especially for those who are not sure what they are looking 
for. . 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:24 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks Cristina we will explore this further. 

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:53 CET (+01:00) 
Do you have any other suggestions for improving functionality of the 
Database? 

 

17. Marjut Pietiläinen | 13/12/2016, 10:23 CET (+01:00)  

I think it is very useful and covers a huge amount of information. Unfortunately it's all 
potential is not used. I guess we all need to share the information of this great 
database. More tweets etc.  

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:27 CET (+01:00) 
Great idea. Do you want share with us your experience of using the database 
or maybe suggest a hash tag for a tweet?  

o Alexandrina Satnoianu | 13/12/2016, 10:31 CET (+01:00) 
Good morning Marjut! I am working at EIGE both as admin for EuroGender 
and EIGE's social media. I am particularly interested in your comment about 
more tweets needed. Do you have some suggestions? So far we link the social 
media communication to the international days, meaning that we show 
particular statistics: for example health statistics including cancer on World 
Cancer Day.  

 

18. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:25 CET (+01:00)  



Thank you Cristina. The improvement of the database search functionalities is 
definitely one of the prioritiesn for this upcoming year. Not only its keyword search in 
connection with EIGE's gender equality Glossary and Thesaurus. We also have very 
often the request for predefined queries such as about the statistical capacipties 
of countries what refers to gender statistics.  

 

19. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:28 CET (+01:00)  

Thanks for your suggestion Marjut. Indeed to improve the database usability is also a 
challenge which EIGE needs to reflect upon. Tweets might be also a strategy. Any 
more suggestions from others? 

 

20. Stefanie Van Assche | 13/12/2016, 10:29 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning from Brussels. I will not be able to follow the entire day due to 
meetings but will do my best follow most of the topics. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:31 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you so much for joining us today. We look forward to your comments 
and feedback! We are discussing now how useful you find Gender Statistics 
Database and how should we tailor it better to your needs. 

 

21. Cristina Castellanos Serrano | 13/12/2016, 10:30 CET (+01:00)  

From my perspective, one of the most useful charateristics of the DB is that gender 
statitical information is together. This may seem obvious, but it's not from my 
experience. When working with colleagues, especially those who don't introduce the 
gender perspective systematically, you can appoint them to this DB directly. The 
entry point is great, but I would say that how long people remain and how much we 
use it really depends on easiness to navigate, use and download desired data.   

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:39 CET (+01:00) 
Great Cristina. Thanks a lot for this positive feed-back and the suggestions. as 
already mentioned, improvement of interface functionalities will be taken 
along 2017. We will note the easiness to navigate and promote the download 
of data. We are also planning some workshops with users 

 

22. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:32 CET (+01:00)  



Many thanks Stephanie. Your suggestions/comments/questions are very welcome 
even after closure of the event 

 

23. Anna Leiškalne | 13/12/2016, 10:35 CET (+01:00)  

From a practical standpoint, EIGE GS Database has a great potential (keeping in mind 
the comprehensive data covering plenty of thematic areas), however a data table that 
displays the data only by one (say) year at a time is not useful if one has a need to 
analyse (say) progress over time. In my opinion a database user should be able to 
combine the data as needed (for example, picking out many years to create a 
timeline). 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:49 CET (+01:00) 
You are absolutely right Anna. This has been a recurrent request of several 
users, mainly statisticians and the data table with a timeline needs to be 
implemented asap on the database functionalities. 

o Alexandrina Satnoianu | 13/12/2016, 10:55 CET (+01:00) 
Good morning Anna! I have just randomly chosen an indicator: Employment 
in ’Education’ and ‘Human health and social work activities’ from 2008 on 
wards (%, 15–64 employed). You can access it here - http://bit.ly/2hzn49W At 
the bottom of the graph you can click the play button next to the timeline and 
provides you with an animation. Is this enough or do you want something 
else?  

 

24. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:37 CET (+01:00)  

Thank you for your suggestions on dissemination of the Database and improving its 
navigation. 

Recent experts’ meeting identified several action points for the Gender Statistics 
Database, including: 

o improving functionality of the Database, 
o expanding its scope, 
o linkage with existing data sources, and 
o dissemination through briefing papers. 

We would like to hear from you, have we missed any important action that should 
be taken in relation to the Gender Statistics Database? 

 

25. Cristina Martelli | 13/12/2016, 10:37 CET (+01:00)  



At the moment I am using EIGE database as a very powerful didactic platfom. 

In the framework of my statistical information system class I ask my students to use 
the database to address the topic of the representation of complex social 
environments. 

I use to integrate EIGE database also with other semantic tools, like our ontological 
glossary and we use to compare and integrate it with different ontologies (even 
dbpedia) 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:41 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks for this share Cristina and for contrbuting for the usage of the 
tool. Its linkage to other tools is also another promotion strategy that should be 
explored by EIGE. 

 

26. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:37 CET (+01:00)  

Great Cristina. Thanks a lot for this positive feed-back and the suggestions. as already 
mentioned, improvement of interface functionalities will be taken along 2017. We 
will note the easiness to navigate and promote the download of data. We are also 
planning some workshops with users 

 

27. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 10:42 CET (+01:00)  

One of the features I personally like the most is the fact that the Gender Statitisca 
Database gathers many surveys by themes. In this way it allows to "map" the 
information serched across data sources.  

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:51 CET (+01:00) 
This is great Anna. Very interesting to see how a challenge which initially has 
been seen as a weakness by the most strict statisticians (putting together 
different sources), actually became a strength. 

 

28. Cristina Martelli | 13/12/2016, 10:42 CET (+01:00)  

My point is the trade off between data quality, comparability of different languages 
and semantics when addressing complex environment. 



And , last but not least I ask my students to reflect on how is important to adopt a 
perspective like EIGE’s one, in an historical moment in which anything seems to be 
addressable with big data 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 10:57 CET (+01:00) 
Indeed Cristina, Big data opportunities as high detail exhaust data left from the 
use of IT systems or captured by sensors, must also be assessed how it would 
impact the gender statistics database. EIGE is following Eurostat's work on 
this while trying to to prepare the statistical systems for a large scale 
generalised use of big data sources 

 

29. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 10:45 CET (+01:00)  

To respond to Karolina's list of priorities, I think you have captured well the things 
that need to be done to make the database more widely used.  In my view, if you 
could put these priorities in order of importance, expanding the scope should come 
last.  I think by focusing primarily on improving the functionality of what you 
currently have available, you will increase use and people will stay longer.  For me 
personally, adjusting the interface so that the visualisation (graphs etc) are further 
doen the page and the data description and data table are the first things you see, 
would make me use the tool more. 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 11:06 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks for such a structured suggestion Fiona. You are absolutely right. 
Expanding the scope shall come last. 2017 needs to be the year of 
consolidating the maintenance ongoing process of the database and promote 
its usage by addressing all the needs raised by users. 

 

30. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:49 CET (+01:00)  

Thank you Fiona. What does anyone else think? What other aspects should be looked 
at when working on improving the functionality of the Database? 

 

31. Stefanie Van Assche | 13/12/2016, 10:51 CET (+01:00)  

sometimes it is not very clear to me if there is any data available about a selected 
theme. For example: Gender based violence data from administrative sources at the 
national level, I just don't get any data on my screen. I would also like to see more 
judicial data about violence and gender in the database. 



The database should also be more flexible: more options to combine different data. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 10:58 CET (+01:00) 
Are there any other topics/indications/data sources which should be included 
in the scope of the database?  

 

32. Karen Hurrell | 13/12/2016, 10:53 CET (+01:00)  

Good morning from the UK. 

I agree with Fiona that functionality is a key area to concentrate on for improving the 
database, and one which many organisations struggle to get right. Problems with 
search functions seems to be an issue for many websites. 

At the moment, a search can produce a long list of entries with a lot of repetition. It 
would be good to have key information highlighted and duplicates removed from the 
list. 

Comments:  

o Alexandrina Satnoianu | 13/12/2016, 11:05 CET (+01:00) 
Hi Karen! I work together with Ligia (PM) on communicating the database. 
Since our main target audience is non-statisticians, we aimed at providing 
them access to the date they search for, no matter where they are starting the 
search from, meaning no matter what entry point of the browsing tree are they 
using. In the end indeed you might have repetitions if you use the keyword 
search. For example, 'work' keyword retrieves several results because there are 
several indicators that refer to work. Would you be interested to search work 
in the database and comment on the results you receive?  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 11:11 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks Karen and Alexandrina for your reply. I just would like to add 
that EIGE shall follow also on your suggestion what regards the refinement 
and imrpovement of the search functionalities 

 

33. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 10:58 CET (+01:00)  

I personally welcome the duplication of information since it gives the perspective of a 
system view of the topic searched.  I would hightlight quantitative from qualitative 
data so that users will not get confused in interpreting the resuklts. This is the case for 
data on violence form administrative data.  

Comments:  



o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 11:09 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks Anna. Despite suggested by you separation of quantitative and 
qualitative data, would you still like to have link and references between them 
(e.g. quantitative indicator with links to further related relevant literature)?  

 

34. Giovanni Razzu | 13/12/2016, 11:00 CET (+01:00)  

Hi all, I think the DB is an extremely important addiiton to what is available in terms 
of gender data in other platforms 9OEVD, UNECE etc). There is one aspect though 
which I personally think EIGE could add. It is indeed important to ensure the platform 
is simle and user friendly and this needs to be continued: therefore easy to 
producecharts and figures, combining different selections by countries, themes etc. all 
this will be very well received. Howeevr, I do wonder whether something more can be 
done for another impirtant type of users, academics who want to undertake a bit more 
sophisticated data analyses. Therefore I have two suggestions: first, I wonder whether 
the EIGE DB could also be a platform to acess the microdata behind the indicators 
provided in the DB; secondly, I wonder whether EIGE can produce a sumamry of the 
key charactristics of the datasets, pointing out to issues of harmonization of variables, 
or lack of full comparability between variables across country data when this is 
relevant (i.e. the income variable in the Lithuania data is not comparable to that in the 
UK dataset etc - just an example, I know this is not the case in the EULFS for 
instance) 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 11:21 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you Giovanni for these comprehensive comments. It should also be on 
EIGE's list the improvement of the metadata information with a gender 
perspective. We will take note and see how it can fit in the list of priorities. 

 

35. Stefanie Van Assche | 13/12/2016, 11:05 CET (+01:00)  

@Karolina Absolutely a very important topic is Human trafficking, online violence 
other than sexual, violence against woman/men, ... I know human trafficking has 
several links to other topics as well, like sexual exploitation. 

 

36. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 11:09 CET (+01:00)  

I would echo what Giovanni said, in some ways.  Let me give a simple example of 
something I'd like to do, and the data are there in your database, but it is not as simple 
as it could be to see them in a clear way.  You have 'proportion of women in 
parliament', by vountry and year.  The default is to show me the most recent year, and 
all countries.  If I want to choose a single country and view the data for all years, I 
struggle somewhat to see how I'd do that.  I end up downloading the full data table 



into excel and manipulating it myself.  I'm sure it's possible in the current interface 
but it doesn't stand out in a clear way. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 11:14 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you Fiona. As advance data user are there any other filter, data 
manipulation options you prefer? Can you provide us examples of databases/ 
data browsers which you have found especially user-friendly? 

 

37. Maris Goldmanis | 13/12/2016, 11:10 CET (+01:00)  

The duplication of information is a key feature of the browsing tree, where it is useful 
because it allows users to find datasets that relate to multiple topics with ease 
(because browsing through either topic will eventually lead to the dataset). However, I 
agree that in *search* results it would be better to show a given dataset only once. In 
this case, duplication creates clutter and nothing else. The technical implementation of 
this, however, is slightly tricky. 

Comments:  

o Alexandrina Satnoianu | 13/12/2016, 11:17 CET (+01:00) 
Hi Maris! Nice to meet on EuroGender again :) I find particularly interesting 
the suggestion to display one dataset as search result. I am not so convinced 
that is more of a technical problem than a matter of deciding which is THE 
dataset that we should prioritise and display first when there are so many that 
could be relevant to the search. 

 

38. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 11:11 CET (+01:00)  

Indeed, I think the issue of comparability and harmonisation is quite delicate 
expecially when you adopt the position of gathering data from different data 
sources...the risk is to give the impression data collected are comparable the challenge 
 is to make clear what is comparable to what...I think the gender statistics database 
carries also an educational role to "teach" users how to manage data... 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 11:17 CET (+01:00) 
In relation to Giovanni's comment on the sequence of the actions that should 
be taken by EIGE, where would you put the issue of comparability and 
harmonisation? Is this something that should / could be done in near future 
(lets say 3 years)?  

 



39. Maris Goldmanis | 13/12/2016, 11:12 CET (+01:00)  

Fiona -- I totally agree with you. The current interface is geared toward *graphs* 
(which are good for showing particular slices of the dataset), but it currently does not 
fully support tables showing the dataset in its entirety. This, I believe, is pretty high 
on the wishlist for the interface. 

 

40. Maris Goldmanis | 13/12/2016, 11:13 CET (+01:00)  

For now though, if you want a time series, you can still do it by switching the graph 
type to a timeline (by clicking the relevant icon on top of the graph). 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 11:28 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks Maris for this clarification. You are indeed right the table 
showing the full dataset would also be a top priority when it comes to improve 
the interface functionalities. 

 

41. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 11:15 CET (+01:00)  

Good to know!  It's clear that many things are possible and the database is very rich 
indeed, but as often happens with new online tools they do more things than we can 
figure out! 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 11:22 CET (+01:00) 
In your opinion would e.g. videos, instructions help user to know the full 
possibilities of data manipulation in the database? What else could be done?  

 

42. Jessica Gardner | 13/12/2016, 11:18 CET (+01:00)  

Hello all,  

I am a relatively new user of EIGE database and as a strong supporter of increasing 
accessibility and use of gender statistics, I think it is a great thing!   I used to help 
maintain the UNECE gender stats database and know the work that goes into 
collecting,  harmonising and disseminating data.  I wonder how close or far we are 
from seeing technology and standards like SDMX really help with sharing of data and 
metadata between national,  regional and global databases?  

Comments:  



o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 11:37 CET (+01:00) 
Thanks for joining Jessica and welcome. We follow SDMX’s and Eurostat’s 
convention in defining a dataset as a set of observations that all meet the 
following two conditions: (1) they measure the same underlying concept (such 
as “employment”, “employment rate”, “level of education”, “life expectancy”, 
“satisfaction with life”, etc.), AND (2) they are defined in terms of the same 
criteria (to be defined formally below, but loosely meaning the same 
breakdown variables, such as “sex”, “age”, “educational achievement”, etc.). 
In general, we adhere to the following rule: Whenever the immediate data 
source has provided datasets in SDMX format, we respect the source’s 
division of data into datasets (for example, Eurostat provides “Employment in 
1000s” and “Employment rate” as separate datasets when the criteria are 
“time”, “country”, “sex”, “age”, and “nationality”, but it provides the same 
two measures as categories within an “Indicator” criterion when the only other 
criteria are “time”, “country”, and “sex”). In all other cases we group data at 
what we deem to be the most natural level for that particular collection of data. 

 

43. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 11:19 CET (+01:00)  

to Karolina: I would prefer to make visible, to mark the type of data as resulted of my 
search. I welcome the option of having them linked but also highligting their 
 different nature.  

 

44. Vytaute Vailionyte | 13/12/2016, 11:20 CET (+01:00)  

Dear Stefanie, thanks for sharing your thoughts and insights. 

What regards administrative data on gender-based violence in the database, it is 
presented through a different format. The data are kept in separate Excel spreadsheets 
documents under ‘Dataset information’. This is done mainly to discourage users from 
directly comparing data between Member States as data on GBV are not directly 
comparable. However I fully agree with you that it might be confusing to know if 
administrative data on GBV are available when the empty dataset view appears 
firstly.  We will definitely take this into consideration. 

You can try finding data on gender-based violence from each Member State's 
administrative sources here under Dataset Information (just scroll down a 
page): http://eige.europa.eu/gender-statistics/dgs/indicator/ta_gbv_prev_form_s...         
        

Also, one of main priorities for improving the database interface functionalities in 
2017 is providing options to combine different data through predefined queries.  

 

45. Jessica Gardner | 13/12/2016, 11:22 CET (+01:00)  

http://eige.europa.eu/gender-statistics/dgs/indicator/ta_gbv_prev_form_sex_rape_admin__gbv_nat_admin__sexual


Also,  in terms of future topics and indicators,  what role do you plan for the database 
to play in monitoring the Sustainable Development Goals?  

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 11:51 CET (+01:00) 
EIGE is following closely progress in what refers to the SDGs indicators' 
framework. However, the main and first reference for structuring EIGE's 
database content is the EU policy priorities, namely what refers to gender 
equality. Having this in mind, the database will align to the European 
Commission's initiative on the `Next steps for a sustainable European future - 
Reforming Europe, implementing SDGs` 
(http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-next-steps-eu-
future). So far this is the identified reference on the SDGs regarding the EU. 

 

46. Carla Bros Sabria | 13/12/2016, 11:23 CET (+01:00)  

Many thanks for all your comments on functionalities! We have heard about search 
and data query possibilities, the display of charts and tables, duplication of 
information (some see it as an advantage and some as disadvantage), amongst other 
things. 

Now, what about the topics covered in the database, do you think the scope should 
be expanded? If so, what indicators/other data should be included? There have been 
some suggestions on more data on violence, as well as human trafficking. Can you 
think of any other topics you would like to see in the EIGE database? 

 

47. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 11:26 CET (+01:00)  

To answer both Carla and Jessica at once, how about incorporating data from the 
UNSD's new SDG indicators database? 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 11:55 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you Fiona. As mentioned previously, we are following UNSD's 
initiative on the SDGs and will benefit from it either while identifying new 
relevant and gender sensitive indicators or access to additional data sources 
which have not be considered yet in the database. What needs to be taken into 
account is the relevance within the EU context. 

 

48. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 11:30 CET (+01:00)  



I think the topics covered by the database are satisfactory and mostly conmprehensive 
and for this I would congratulate the team for the excellent work! But if you ask for 
rooms of improvements I would suggest to make a link with the Sustainable 
Developing Goals which gives you possibility to be more comprehensive and push for 
taking a gender perspective into it 

 

49. Marjut Pietiläinen | 13/12/2016, 11:33 CET (+01:00)  

I agree with Anna Rita. Including SDG's would be a good idea. 

Comments:  

o Alexandrina Satnoianu | 13/12/2016, 12:00 CET (+01:00) 
Marjut, Anna, I am definitely not undermining the possibility of exploring the 
SDG goals, but would like to know from your point of view why should we 
expand the scope of the database with SDG indicators when we already are 
aiming at covering Beijing indicators? Would you consider adding SDG as a 
separate entry point in the browsing tree as a short term or long term goal?  

 

50. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 11:40 CET (+01:00)  

Thank you Jessica, Anna and Marjut, SDG is an area worth exploring. 

 

51. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 11:44 CET (+01:00)  

We are really grateful for this discussion and your suggestions. We should have our 
lunch break soon but before it would be nice to hear from you about the sequence of 
actions that should be taken. Can we start promoting the database already (any 
suggestions for # are welcome)or should we first focus on funtionality of the 
database?  

 

52. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 11:50 CET (+01:00)  
o Taking into account all actions mentioned today, which should be 

implemented by EIGE in the near future of 3 years? Which actions need more 
time to be implemented? 

 

53. Cristina Castellanos Serrano | 13/12/2016, 11:52 CET (+01:00)  

In term of topics, I like that the DB lcontains relevant themes even if there are not 
indicators, so users are aware of domains where more data would be needed. In 



particular, I would like to see administrative information on parental leave use. All 
countries paying allowances have that information, and EIGE could collect it in a 
way that it may be comparable, for example, equivalent number of paid days at 100%, 
or something similar, number of paid and unpaid days of parental leave, etc. Or, the 
DB can use the info available for some countries (using NOSOSCO, for example) and 
try to promote the cooperation of the other countries from that starting point. 

I've found very useful the option of providing feedbck in teh theasaurus. Could this 
 maybe  be an option? So users can provide information to include data sources 
following the DB structure. 

Regarding priorities, I would focus on functionality before promoting the DB.    

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 11:58 CET (+01:00) 
Thanks again for valuable input.  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 12:04 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks for this relevant suggestion Cristina. Information on parental 
leave use is extremely gender relevant. We shall note the suggested possible 
sources. In 2017 EIGE will start collecting data on women and men in 
decision making, taking it over from the European Commission. It is very 
important that this transfer process ocuurs smoothly. Collecting harmonised 
administrative data under other areas is probably the next step, once the 
current challenge is consolidated. 

 

54. Karen Hurrell | 13/12/2016, 11:54 CET (+01:00)  

You already have a very rich data source and could start to promote this to more 
experienced users. Then extend this to a more general audience as you improve the 
functionality and ease of use. 

 

55. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 11:55 CET (+01:00)  

The dissemination is a neverending step and it is as important as the functionalityof 
the database itself. Ideally they should be in parallel learning from each other in an 
interactive synergy  

Comments:  

o Alexandrina Satnoianu | 13/12/2016, 12:23 CET (+01:00) 
Anna, so nice to see you on EuroGender 2.0 ;) Any suggestions on 
communicating the database ?  

 



56. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 11:56 CET (+01:00)  

I agree with Karen, and I suspect you will find that the two reinforce each other: as 
functionality improves people will make more use of it, and may publish or report 
their own findings, which in turn can be used in your promotional efforts 

Comments:  

o Alexandrina Satnoianu | 13/12/2016, 12:15 CET (+01:00) 
Fiona, what would be the first three messages on the database you would 
suggest us to communicate? 

 

57. Tim de Jong Atria Institute on Gender Equality and Women's History | 13/12/2016, 
11:57 CET (+01:00)  

I agree to start promotion. And also, to invite new users to give feedback from their 
first visit, and help the improvements by giving suggestions on functionality and new 
topics. 

 

58. Marjut Pietiläinen | 13/12/2016, 12:01 CET (+01:00)  

I agree too. 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 12:17 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you all for stressing this promotion point of the database and the 
challenge on addressing different needs from different stakeholders. Our plan 
for 2017 is to improve functionalities on the basis of feed-back received so far 
but also entailing it with a communication plan which should consider EIGE's 
main stakeholders at an initial stage. Following Tim's idea, we want to attract 
users such as policy makers which is quite challenigng indeed. 

 

59. Carla Bros Sabria | 13/12/2016, 12:07 CET (+01:00)  

Thanks all for your input. 

If you have not given your opinion on prioties yet, here are some of the specific 
actions suggested during the morning. EIGE’s is already working on some of them, 
but in your opinion, which should be implemented in the forthcoming year? 

• Improvement on search & navigation features 
• Increase flexibility on data queries for display and download of data 
• Make micro-data available 



• Include datasets descriptions and comparability summary (i.e. metadata) 
• Dissemination of database via social media (e.g. tweets) 
• Expand coverage of data to include Sustainable Development Goals 
• Add data on human trafficking 

 

60. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 12:15 CET (+01:00)  

Thanks Carla for the summary and everyone for the lively morning discussion. Since 
it is time for lunch in most European countries, I suggest that we will take a break. 
Enjoy your lunch and hope to see you in 45 min at 13.00 CEST.    

 

61. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:00 CET (+01:00)  

Hello again to everybody. 

Thank you for your contributions regarding the key priorities for EIGE’s Gender 
Statistics Database. For those who just joined us just to summarise that in the 
morning, we discussed how improving the functionality could go hand in hand with 
the gradual promotion of the database to a wider audience. Important areas to be 
looked at in terms of the scope of the database are administrative data and including 
the Sustainable Development Goals. We can discuss this further later this afternoon.  

 

62. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:01 CET (+01:00)  

One of the areas identified by participants in the experts’ meeting was the preparation 
and dissemination of regular briefing papers based on data collated in the Database. 
As mentioned in the morning these papers/notes could link quantitative and 
qualitative data presented in the database.   

Moving forward, we would like to hear from you: how useful do you find briefing 
papers telling a story about gender statistics? In which context would you use 
them? 

 

63. Stefanie Van Assche | 13/12/2016, 13:04 CET (+01:00)  

@Vytaute Vailionyte: thank you so much for guiding me through the Dataset 
information. It is exactly not comparable at all so very good that EIGE discourage 
people from comparing however you might consider an easier way of accessing the 
data.  So thank you very much for taking this into consideration. We look forward to 
hear/see the further work on the functionalities in 2017 especially for combining 
different data in the field of crime. 



Comments:  

o Vytaute Vailionyte | 13/12/2016, 13:18 CET (+01:00) 
Dear Stefanie, you are welcome. And once again, thank you for your valuable 
comments! 

 

64. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:13 CET (+01:00)  

Thank you Stephanie. Would you like to share your views also in relation to briefing 
papers based on the data in the Database?  

 

65. Vytaute Vailionyte | 13/12/2016, 13:14 CET (+01:00)  

Welcome back everyone, 

in order to promote further the usage of the Gender Statistics Database, EIGE is 
planning to produce and disseminate regular briefing papers based on data collated in 
the Database. We want to identify potential scope and the key success factors for 
preparing briefing papers analyzing trends in data. 

 

66. Tim de Jong Atria Institute on Gender Equality and Women's History | 13/12/2016, 
13:15 CET (+01:00)  

I wonder how a briefing paper will look like. Is it ment as a personal (individual) 
story linked to some data, or a paper linked to something that is in the (European) 
news linked to the data, of something else? 

 

67. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 13:16 CET (+01:00)  

One of the main challenges that EIGE faces while preparing these briefing notes is the 
fact that most of the data disseminated through the database does not come from our 
agency as a primary source. This will not be the case of Women and Men in decision 
making from next year on. As EIGE will be there the owner of data, then the 
preparation of any briefing note after relevant new data releases is easy to accept. 
What refers to data coming from other sources, it is more sensitive in the sense that 
we do not want to overlap the work of others. 

 

68. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:19 CET (+01:00)  

@Tim. Which type you find most useful for you? 



 

69. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 13:23 CET (+01:00)  

Dear Tim, we are still reflecting on the format/layout/structure of these 
communication products. The goal is to keep engagement on the usage of the tool 
highlighting some stories that the data are telling us.  

 

70. Tim de Jong Atria Institute on Gender Equality and Women's History | 13/12/2016, 
13:24 CET (+01:00)  

I would suggest following the (international but maybe also national) news. We could 
use acual issues in the news to lead people to the database and more 

 

71. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 13:26 CET (+01:00)  

I strongly agree with what Tim just wrote.  Picking up on something in the news (let's 
say, a short article about women in positions of power right after a major election with 
a female candidate...) and writing a brief story on it would pique people's interest 

 

72. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 13:27 CET (+01:00)  

Do you have in mind mini articles (like 
this: http://www.unece.org/info/media/news/statistics/2016/number-of-women-in-...) 
or something longer? 

 

73. Karen Hurrell | 13/12/2016, 13:27 CET (+01:00)  

In response to Karolina's question about briefing papers, these can provide a helpful 
summary and draw information to the attention of a wider audience. Linking these to 
current issues, as Tim suggests, is a good way of presenting material in a way and at a 
time that it is most likely to be used. 

 

74. Stefanie Van Assche | 13/12/2016, 13:31 CET (+01:00)  

Briefing papers are necessary to have a good understanding of the data but I think 
there might be a problem when EIGE writes them without being good 
informed/consultation about the collection of the data, method, problems, way of 
collecting, ... especially because EIGE is in most cases not the owner of the data, that 
are the (public) services within the member states or other institutions. I also think 

http://www.unece.org/info/media/news/statistics/2016/number-of-women-in-parliament-on-the-rise-across-the-unece-region/doc.html


there might be an overlap in some areas with other projects/work from other 
institutions/public services. So dependent on the aim of the subject there can be some 
intresting information in the briefing papers to write about. But in other cases 
(especially the criminological field) we might have some sensitivity and conflicts e.g. 
human trafficking. 

EIGE also needs to guide more people to their "existence" :) so using the briefing 
papers as publicity would be an asset. 

I just float some ideas... 

 

75. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:32 CET (+01:00)  

The length can vary. This is an interesting example, Fiona. Can others share with us 
examples of statistical briefing papers that you have found successful or useful for 
you? 

 

76. Tim de Jong Atria Institute on Gender Equality and Women's History | 13/12/2016, 
13:33 CET (+01:00)  

Yes,  mini articles will add to the large amount of longer, heavier and more complex 
articles and reports from EIGE (nothing wrong with the last, though)  

 

77. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 13:37 CET (+01:00)  

Dear Fiona, many thanks for providing this example and thank you also to the others 
for tyem suggestions. as previously said, the main challenge for EIGE is not to 
overlap other efforts being done by stakeholders and statistical producers such as 
Eurostat. the main idea is to be complementary to thers work but also to other EIGE's 
publications. It should provide general awareness/perspective/context and inform 
debate on specific gender issues. 

- 

 

78. Vytaute Vailionyte | 13/12/2016, 13:37 CET (+01:00)  

For your information, next year EIGE will prepare a report/statistical note on recent 
development on women on boards. A report/statistical note will analyse the latest 
developments regarding gender balance in corporate boardrooms covering the 
highest-decision making bodies. The data on women on boards will be collected in 
April 2017 and the report will be finalized by the end of May, 2017. Will you find this 
report useful and relevant for you? 



 

79. Andrew Smith | 13/12/2016, 13:37 CET (+01:00)  

Hello from New York. We at UNSD face similar challenges, as we are reporting on 
data collected by others. So our focus is on standardization of methods and 
dissemination rather than producing regular briefing notes. In my opinion, the regular 
production of briefing papers can be a very valuable tool to highlight important 
finding from the database. However, I think the production of customized briefing 
notes would be much more resource intensive than database maintenance. I agree with 
the idea of mini articles to add value. 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 13:45 CET (+01:00) 
Hello Andrew and welcome to our discussion at such an early hour there in 
New York. Many thanks for these valuable suggestions. It is interesting to see 
that we are facing similar challenges. Would it be possible to give an example 
about a customized briefing note that you mentioned? 

o Vytaute Vailionyte | 13/12/2016, 14:05 CET (+01:00) 
Hello Andrew, thanks for sharing your thoughts and insights with us! As I’ve 
mentioned previously, from next year on EIGE will start preparing 
reports/statistical notes on recent development on women on boards. The plan 
is to release these reports on a regular basis biannually. A big advantage is that 
EIGE will be the owner and a primary source of this data.  

 

80. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:39 CET (+01:00)  

Thank you Stephanie for raising some issues that should be taken into consideration 
when preparing papers.  What other things should be taken into consideration when 
preparing and publishing the briefing papers? 

 

81. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 13:39 CET (+01:00)  

I suggest also taking some inspiration from the very 'short and sweet' statistical stories 
made by the ONS: http://visual.ons.gov.uk/ 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:44 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you for this very interactive way of presenting data.  

 

82. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 13:40 CET (+01:00)  

http://visual.ons.gov.uk/


Hello ! sorry I couldn't join uou sooner. 

I believe we need two types of articles adressed to different target groups. The first 
type, similar to the one Fiona proposed are good for journalists and to use in social 
media. If we want the Database to be knonw  by the general public, we must think 
about them. Articles should be small, in simple words and with a headline that is able 
to catch the general public attention. 

I believe we need two types of articles. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:46 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you Isabel, if you have examples of such articles (for both target 
groups) please share them with us.  

o Alexandrina Satnoianu | 13/12/2016, 13:52 CET (+01:00) 
I would say for the general public / social media, it is not even about the 
articles, but rather about visuals, more in the infographic style. 

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 13:53 CET (+01:00) 
Hello Isabel, Very welcome to the discussion. At this stage, we might indeed 
consider several formats for these notes. Next year the first challenge to 
address would be to provide continuity to the regular communication products 
previously established by the European Commission under Women and Men 
in decision making. For the database as a whole we need to establish new 
customized products. What Fiona is suggesting more in the format of an 
infographic is also a possibility which is under consideration 

 

83. Andrew Smith | 13/12/2016, 13:48 CET (+01:00)  

I agree with Fiona that the ‘short and sweet’ approach is a good way to go. Simple 
infographics can be a useful tool to highlight key messages. 

 

84. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 13:50 CET (+01:00)  

Another types of article can be adressed to specialised public, experts, civil servants 
interested in gender equality issues, researchers. This type of article can be used in 
training sessions, and can also show how the Database can be used as a support for 
the elaboration of policy documents, for the follow up and monitoring of national and 
international commitments and other purposes. 

Articles or briefing papers should cover different issues, make available data from 
diffenerent Member states, but it would also be important to have some focusing on 
the evolution of the national situation. 

Comments:  



o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 13:59 CET (+01:00) 
Dear Isabel, We are really grateful for these valuable and knowledgeable 
suggestions. A very important point that you just highlighted is the fact that it 
needs to be very well connected with the purpose such as being used in a 
training session.  

 

85. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:55 CET (+01:00)  

Having targeting articles to different target groups is an interesting idea. Again if you 
could provide links to articles that you have found useful that would be very helpful. 

 

86. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 13:56 CET (+01:00)  

Dear All: 

It's playtime now! We have put together some tasks for you to try with different types 
of briefing papers. Do give it a shot, and let us know how your experience goes. 

Just to remind you, here are the tasks again: 

Task 1: 

o Go to Gender Equality Index 2015: Estonia 
o Download PDF document in English 
o Scroll through the document 

Task 2: 

o Go to Eurostat’s statistics explained website ‘Wages and labour costs’ 
o Try to post the article on social media (Facebook, Twitter or Google+) 
o Scroll through the document 
o Download ‘Source data for tables and figures (MS Excel)’ at the bottom of the 

page 

 

87. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 13:57 CET (+01:00)  

I agree with Andrew, producing briefing papers can be very time consuming, but on 
the other hand sometimes we have very interesting data available and nobody is 
giving it due visibility. Perhaps EIGE could ask some journalist and some 
experts/researchers to produce some of them. 

 

88. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:07 CET (+01:00)  

http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-publications/gender-equality-index-2015-estonia
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Wages_and_labour_costs


Do you think that any of these examples would be appropriate for mentioned before 
target groups - journalist, general public or experts? 

 

89. Andrew Smith | 13/12/2016, 14:09 CET (+01:00)  

Thanks Ligia, here are some examples 
from UNSD. http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/Infographics.html 

 

90. Giovanni Razzu | 13/12/2016, 14:10 CET (+01:00)  

on the broefing papers, I do wonder whether a good approach is to have a structured 
timetable, co-ordinated with the update of the data in the databases, and structured 
alongside the themes of the database. this will give EIGE a regular stream of broefing 
papers over the year (or biannual depending on the data). this regular stream can be 
integarted with more in depth views on specific topics within each area/topic of the 
database. 

 

91. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 14:11 CET (+01:00)  

I would appresciate to have keywords highlighted in the text in a way to  minimize 
time for reading and getting immediately to the key message of the brief.  

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:13 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you for pointing this out. How useful do you find being able to share or 
re-use data which are in the text?  

 

92. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 14:15 CET (+01:00)  

I personal welcome the possibility to share and use the info provided 

 

93. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 14:16 CET (+01:00)  

Karolina, the examples you asked us to look at are both very useful.  I think they 
would fill the role of informing experts, more than journalists of the general public, 
for the main reason that they do not have a 'hook', as such.  You are only going to 
make the effort to read the full piece in detail (of either article) if you already have a 
strong interest in that topic and a motivation to read on.  Journalists will stop reading 
unless they see a very obvious link to a newsworthy story.  I love the examples that 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/Infographics.html


Andrew shared: they use two layers (even three): the inforgraphic to start with, then 
more detail about key findings.  Then if you are deeply interested you download the 
entire chapter.  The equivalent for you would be if you are deeply interested you go to 
the database and explore the data yourself. 

 

94. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 14:18 CET (+01:00)  

I think the possibility of downloading the excel file in the Eurotat example, with the 
graphs pre-drawn but easily editable, is very useful and is probably very popular with 
users. 

 

95. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:23 CET (+01:00)  

Thanks a lot Fiona and Andrew, having different layers of analysis and data 
presentation for different users is an interesting idea that we can consider moving 
forward.  

 

96. Giovanni Razzu | 13/12/2016, 14:23 CET (+01:00)  

I don't thjink the EIGE one is appropriate for the genral public nor the journalist. the 
experts are a different category all together and usually go to this with a "deeper" 
motivation, so the format, although important, might not matter as much as for the 
journalists aor the genral public. I think the EIGE briefing paper on the GEI Estonia in 
2015 contains too much writing, it is too dense. I am not sure, ven in this case, as 
suggested by Anna Rita that underlying some sentences resolves the problem, it could 
certainly help but not reslve the probles: it is just too dense in my opinion. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:27 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you Giovanni. Could you provide examples of articles that you think 
might be more appropriate for EIGE's audience? 

 

97. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 14:23 CET (+01:00)  

Very good examples, Karolina. The one about Estonia could be used for journalists 
but it would have to be translated and possibly divided by different topics. 

The one from EUROSTAT is for researchers only or specialise civil servants. It has 
too much information. Most people would get lost. The examplews brought by 
Andew, from UN statistics are great. They combine visual information with short 
explanations and descriptions. 



 

98. Karen Hurrell | 13/12/2016, 14:27 CET (+01:00)  

I think the Estonia briefing could be made into something suitable for a general 
audience fairly easily, as it already has some graphics included and just needs some 
key points to be highlighted. The other is more of a research summary and would 
need more work to pull out key information. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:34 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you Karen for sharing with us your impressions on the articles. Did you 
found useful for you to be able to download source data which are mentioned 
in the Eurostat's article?  

 

99. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 14:28 CET (+01:00)  

I have posted easily on Facebook the one from EUROSTAT. I'm looking forward to 
the reactions... 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:31 CET (+01:00) 
Let us know Isabel, how many 'likes' or other reactions this article got! 

 

100. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 14:28 CET (+01:00)  

We cannot be more grateful to all this rich input you have been sharing. 

When drafting the questions to be raised during this online discussion we have never 
imagined receiving so many good suggestions on the subject of briefing notes. A very 
relevant feature highlighted is the fact that these products need to be connected also 
with their target such as experts and non-experts. 

As Fiona is mentioning both are needed but developing communication products for 
non-experts can trigger the interest of experts. 

 

101. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:29 CET (+01:00)  

From your comments it is clear that adding visuals to the notes would add value and 
make them more attractive to a wider audience.  

 



102. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 14:31 CET (+01:00)  

Definitely!  A picture paints a thousand words (or numbers) 

 

103. Giovanni Razzu | 13/12/2016, 14:33 CET (+01:00)  

yes, I would agree that for the general public and journalists visuals are very 
important. also, I think it is important to always maximise the links tot he actual 
databases even in the PDFs. So a chart/viisual etc, could have a reference/link to the 
database, so you maximise the number of possible contacts/visitors to the main 
database. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:38 CET (+01:00) 
That is a great idea. We will make sure to add links to source data in the 
Database to increase its visibility. 

 

104. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 14:34 CET (+01:00)  

I don't think so, Ligia. Very often when you post a briefing paper for non-experts on 
Facebook you also catch the reseachers attention. This is a way to alert them about the 
availability of the data. A good thing to do would be making available a link to a more 
elaborated information for experts and researchers in the same briefing paper. This 
way we could reach both purposes. 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 14:39 CET (+01:00) 
Yes Isabel, I am not contradicting you. EIGE overall develops more research 
oriented products. These briefing notes/infographics should be more adapted 
to non-experts attracting attention to the “story” and linking to a more in-depth 
document for those who would be interested. 

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 14:43 CET (+01:00) 
As you said, serving both purposes. Quite challenging though. 

 

105. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:42 CET (+01:00)  

Dear All: 

I am afraid time has flown and it is time for us to move to the last point on our 
agenda. During the last Experts’ group meeting on EIGE’s Gender Statistics Database 
participants raised the need to mainstream the Database into other publicly available 
resources maintained by other statistical producers and also better link the EIGE 



statistics to sources of data, e.g. by providing links to websties or documentation from 
sources. How can we raise awareness on Gender Statistics Database at national 
and international level? 

 

106. Giovanni Razzu | 13/12/2016, 14:46 CET (+01:00)  

I suppose that by international level yo mean international organisations? I think it 
isimportant to udnerstand the difference here as the categories of stakeholders at 
national level will be sighly different from those at international level. For instance: 
do you target"international journalists", or "international Academics". these, almost 
always are national. 

 

107. Giovanni Razzu | 13/12/2016, 14:48 CET (+01:00)  

Talking about those I know relatvely better, i.e. academics, I suggest you draw a list 
of all those interested/working on gender equality at various levels in each country 
and then send a newsletter, the first one with an introduction to the database and its 
characteristics and relevant links, and then an update as and when briefing papers 
assciated with the databases are produced. 

Comments:  

o Vytaute Vailionyte | 13/12/2016, 15:02 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you, Giovanni. Your suggestions are really relevant ways of 
communicating the Database and reaching the stakeholders. What is your 
opinion on mainstreaming the Database into other international or national 
statistics offices? For instance, promoting the mentioning of EIGE’s resources 
throughout national and international statistics data providers/producers? What 
would be the best possible way to do that, in your opinion?  

 

108. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 14:50 CET (+01:00)  

To start all the national  mechanisms for gender equality and all the national statistics 
offices should have on their websites a link to the Database.But we must also think 
about national speacialised research centers and civil society platforms existing at 
national level. The link with the ciil society should be increased. At European level, 
we can think about improoving the relationship with the European Women's Lobby. A 
link with the Databasen their website would be veru helpfull. 

 

109. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 14:55 CET (+01:00)  



Are there any other stakholders that could reference to EIGE's Database? Should the 
Database refer viewers to e.g. national statisic offices that might have additional 
information? 

 

110. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 14:55 CET (+01:00)  

Another way to mainstream the Database would be through the stakeholders, such as 
international organisations with whom EIGE has already established cooperation 
and/or work agreements, as stated in the document on "Suggested EIGE'S actions". 
This applies also to new cooperation agreements. 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 15:01 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks Isabel and also Giovanni, in fact our initial idea and I would say 
first objective to be reached is to link with other national and international 
statistical producers. On one hand this will facilitate the exchange of statistics 
data and metadata, easing the updating process of the database. On the other 
hand it is also our goal to benefit from other initiatives on gender statistics and 
provide visibility supporting each other’s communication process. 

 

111. Carla Bros Sabria | 13/12/2016, 14:58 CET (+01:00)  

In relation to other sources, EIGE will take over from 2017 the collection and 
dissemination of data on women and men in decision-making, currently hosted by 
the European Commission , DG Justice database here.  Do you have any thought on 
this transition? Any important points you think should be taken into account in this 
process? Is this a right move? 

 

112. Marjut Pietiläinen | 13/12/2016, 14:58 CET (+01:00)  

In Finland we have Minna - Centre for Gender Equality Information which is a very 
good way to share information on database too. And Minna reaches many kinds of 
data users. Of course we share information and links in our gender statistics web 
pages. And we also use social media to share the information - also on databases. 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 15:07 CET (+01:00) 
Good suggestions Marjut Many thanks, we definitely should explore the 
potential at the national level through our stakeholders such as EIGE's Experts' 
forum. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/gender-equality/gender-decision-making/database/index_en.htm


113. Anna Rita Manca | 13/12/2016, 14:58 CET (+01:00)  

I think you need to show how to use the database and which kind of info you can find 
there in ordrt o create the demand for the database. As regard the international and 
European organisations I would start addressing MEPs, from FEMM for instance but 
not only, and engage with them. First organize a small meeting in the arliament where 
you can present the functionalities and show them advantages for their daily work.  

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 15:11 CET (+01:00) 
Exactly Anna, this is indeed one of our main stakeholders which has not been 
targeted in the most appropriate way. 2017 must be the year. Maybe 
connecting it with other EIGE’s products 

 

114. Marjut Pietiläinen | 13/12/2016, 15:00 CET (+01:00)  

how about small videos how to use database? 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:05 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you Marjut. Improving user experience also through tutorials how to 
use the database is something which we are exploring. Does your statistical 
office provides such support? Are videos watched by users? 

 

115. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 15:01 CET (+01:00)  

Yes, Karolina. Whenever the national statistic offices have a specialised site on 
gender statistics or specialised research/data, I'm thinking about reserach on violence, 
national studies on time-use etc., they could also be refered inn EIGE's Database. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:09 CET (+01:00) 
Would creating such links require formal cooperation (e.g. singed agreements 
with EIGE)?  

 

116. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:03 CET (+01:00)  

What should EIGE do to further enhance such cooperation? 

 



117. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 15:05 CET (+01:00)  

Anna Rita, Parliamentarians is a great idea, not only FEMM for the European level, 
but also national parliamentarians, mechanisms for gender equality in parliaments. 

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:11 CET (+01:00) 
Could you describe in a bit more detail how cooperation with national 
parliamentarians could look like? 

 

118. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 15:15 CET (+01:00)  

Another idea would be to include a small information point on the Database in all the 
meetings of EIGE's bodies and expert groups meetings, followed by a short discussion 
on how to optimise the use of the Database and how the participants can contribute to 
achieve that goal. 

Comments:  

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 15:18 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks Isabel. We have been trying already to mainstream the database 
into other EIGE's products and events. although, not always done in a most 
appropiate way due to shortage of resources. 

 

119. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:19 CET (+01:00)  

I would like to post last question (if you have just joined us, do not hesitate to answer 
also some of the previous questions – all your input is welcome and will be taken on 
board for the final report). 

o What would be the best strategy to reach the support of other national and 
international statistical producers and link them with EIGE’s Gender Statistics 
Database? 

 

120. Isabel Romao | 13/12/2016, 15:21 CET (+01:00)  

Yes Karolina. Since you cannot go to all Member states to present the Database, I 
believe the best solution would be to get all the names and contacts of members of 
national mechanisms for gender equality in national parliaments and send them a 
digital newsletter with a presentation of the database and it's potential. They could be 
included in your regular "mailing" list whenever you have produced a new briefing 
paper or whenever new and/or  updated information is available. 



Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:24 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you Isabel for your feedback. 

o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 15:27 CET (+01:00) 
Yes, thank you once more Isabel. This could be a more structured way of 
approaching a target group within our main stakeholders and actually such 
contacts already exist on our stakeholder database. 

 

121. Fiona Willis-Nunez UNECE | 13/12/2016, 15:25 CET (+01:00)  

I think you are already on the right track by making an appearance at international 
meetings on gender statistics, where representatives of many national statistical 
offices see you and learn about your products.  Also, by linking to their websites (e.g. 
if you were to maintain a list of the gender stats pages of NSOs), any office that is 
analysing the sources of traffic to their sites will notice if there is traffic coming from 
users of your database.   

I would guess that signed formal agreements might be less effective than personal 
contacts in this regard.     

Comments:  

o Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:31 CET (+01:00) 
Thank you very much for your input! What else could be done? 

 

122. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:34 CET (+01:00)  

Thank you so much for your participation and your invaluable comments. There will 
be more opportunities for us to meet in this space to discuss the database further.  

  

We will summarise all your suggestions and comments concerning the Database in a 
detailed summary report. It will be circulated among all participants for further 
feedback and will undoubtedly shape EIGE’s planning for the future database. We 
will try to implement at least some of the changes you have suggested. 

 

123. Karolina Jakubowska | 13/12/2016, 15:37 CET (+01:00)  

This page will remain open for the rest of the day if you would like to post any 
additional comments. Any suggestions for Twitter hashtag or links to briefing papers 
based on statistical data are highly welcomed.   



Thank you very much again and have a nice rest of the day! 

 

124. Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 15:42 CET (+01:00)  

As Karolina said, this space will still be open for any other comment you would like 
to raise. Otherwise there is always the possibility to contact us through the help us to 
improve tool in the database, through EuroGender or by email. 

We are very grateful to all the contributions received and for dedicating your precious 
time to this discussion. 

We hope to see you soon during our events. 

Would also like to thank ICF, Alphametrics and EIGE’s colleagues for their great 
work and support to this project. 

 

125. Vytaute Vailionyte | 13/12/2016, 15:44 CET (+01:00)  

Thank you so much for joining us today! We appreciate your insightful comments and 
feedback! 

Have a nice evening! 

 

126. Cristina Castellanos Serrano | 13/12/2016, 15:57 CET (+01:00)  

I didn't write it before, because somehow it's similar to the proposalof creating links to 
the gender units of national (and regional?) statistic institutes, but I 've realised that 
the approach may be slightly different. If the contact with them goes both ways, for 
example their "wome and men in XXXX year" data is linked and potentially used to 
complement the  national and EU data provided in the EIGE DB, they may be more 
willing to use and disseminate the EIGE DB. For exampe by puting in context 
national figures with the EU or other countries as comparison. And different 
indicators and measures at national level could aim at fields to broaden information 
and how this has been obtained in particular countries. So several of the objectives 
may be obtained with these actions. By contactng to use their gender statistical 
product, they may also use and distribute the EIGE gender statitics DB, so their 
sakeholders include this DB in their source of information.  

I'm thinking in EIGE DB appearing as a" source of info" in pages such as this for the 
Spanish case, as other EC and international sources appear... 

http://www.ine.es/ss/Satellite?L=es_ES&c=INESeccion_C&cid=1259925463013&... 

Comments:  

http://www.ine.es/ss/Satellite?L=es_ES&c=INESeccion_C&cid=1259925463013&p=1254735110672&pagename=ProductosYServicios%2FPYSLayout&param1=PYSDetalle&param3=1259924822888 


o Ligia Nobrega | 13/12/2016, 16:08 CET (+01:00) 
Many thanks Cristina. These are definitely good ideas we should take under 
the discussed points. 

 

127. Maria José Carrilho | 13/12/2016, 19:18 CET (+01:00)  

Sorry for the delay 

EIGE´s gender data base “provides EU-wide, comparable and reliable gender 
statistics”.  Eurostat collect information from all statistical institutes and conduct 
harmonized surveys, such as Labour force Survey, Household Budget Survey and 
Statistics on Income and living conditions- EU SILC. So, the indicators are 
harmonised at EU´s level. 

EIGE´s gender data base “provides EU-wide, comparable and reliable gender 
statistics”.  Eurostat collect information from all statistical institutes and conduct 
harmonized surveys, such as Labour force Survey, Household Budget Survey and 
Statistics on Income and living conditions- EU SILC. So, the indicators are 
harmonised at EU´s level. 

 

128. Maria José Carrilho | 13/12/2016, 19:54 CET (+01:00)  

It is important to list the non-harmonized gender indicators. My feeling is that these 
indicators belong mainly to the domain of gender based violence because of the 
different legal definitions in member states and two type of sources. Some countries 
used administrative data and others surveys. It is important to know the position of 
about this matter. Eurostat intends to carry out in a near future a harmonized survey 
on gender based violence?    

I suggest a reflexion inside the group of experts about the increasing of gender based 
violence´s indicators based on administrative sources. At moment are available two 
indicators which source is available in database, against five based on surveys). 

 

129. Maria José Carrilho | 13/12/2016, 20:20 CET (+01:00)  

In my opinion is very easy to navigate in the EIGE´s Gender data base. I understand 
that is difficult for people who usually don’t work with statistical instruments. 
However, it happens with all statistical data base. So, the information and 
dissemination is very important. Perhaps something like “statistics explained” can 
help… 

 

130. Maria José Carrilho | 13/12/2016, 20:36 CET (+01:00)  



I fully agree with the information about parental leave. I propose the following 
indicators: 

1. Beneficiaries of parental leave (No.) by Sex; Annual 
2. Duration of parental leave (Day), by sex; Annual 
3. Beneficiaries of adoption leave (No.) by Sex; Annual 
4. Duration of adoption leave (Day) by Sex; Annual 

 

131. Maria José Carrilho | 13/12/2016, 20:52 CET (+01:00)  

I also think that EIGE´s Gender data base covers a huge amount of information but as 
Marjut Pietiläinen said “unfortunately it's all potential is not used”.  My experience 
shows that the information is not used because people don´t know what kind of 
information is available.  Sometimes the information is available online and the users 
are asking the statistical institutes services for the information.  It is a job for all of us: 
we must educated the users  and disseminate the gender data base.  The stories must 
be a good solution. 

 

132. Maria José Carrilho | 13/12/2016, 21:05 CET (+01:00)  

I support Anna Leiskalne position about data table. It is very important that it displays 
the data by several years in order to create a series times. So, in my opinion this is the 
priority improvement area in the near future. 

 

133. Maria José Carrilho | 13/12/2016, 21:35 CET (+01:00)  

We must be careful with the sources used in gender data base because of the statistical 
feasibility and statistical relevance of the indicators. 

 

134. Maria José Carrilho | 13/12/2016, 21:56 CET (+01:00)  

Finally, I wish all of you 

Merry Christmas and Happy 2017 
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