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Agenda 

EIGE's Gender Statistics Database 

     

Online discussion on addressing gender statistics gaps: Who are we leaving 

behind and how far?   

 
Date: 15 June 2016 
Time:  10.00am to 16.00 (CEST) 
Place: EuroGender 

 

 

  

  

 

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/
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10.00 to 10.10: Welcome 
 
EIGE`s Gender Statistics database is a comprehensive knowledge centre for gender statistics and 

information on various aspects of (in)equality between women and men. It has been developed by the 

European Institute for Gender Equality and is available online at http://eige.europa.eu/gender-

statistics/dgs.  

 

One of EIGE`s aims is to keep Gender Statistics Database an up-to-date, useful and relevant tool for its 

users. The main and on-going challenge of the database is to address gender statistics gaps especially 

within the framework of EU policy priorities. 

 

You are therefore invited to discuss online some of the already identified gender statistics gaps which 

 

We expect your views/suggestions/recommendations on identifying and tackling statistics gaps in the 

following areas:  migration and  intersecting inequalities, health, and power. 

We also want to explore further actions that need to be taken in order to support the efforts made on 

both national and international level to fill in these statistics gaps.  

 

10.10 to 12.00: Migration and Intersecting inequalities 
 
Intersecting inequalities 

 

Intersecting inequalities are highly complex and multi-dimensional. While individuals can face 

discrimination on more than one ground  for instance gender and age  intersecting inequalities are 

more than the mere sum of different grounds of discrimination and thus are not quantifiable into an all-

encompassing measure. Nevertheless, exploring how individuals belonging to different disadvantaged 

groups are faring in comparison to the rest of the population is crucial, as it provides an idea of the com-

plexity of intersection inequalities and emphasises within group differences. 

The sub-domains of intersecting inequalities include different concepts (e.g. age, citizenship, disability, 
ethnicity or social class) all of which are complex in definition and difficult to measure.  

QUESTIONS: 

 

 

1. Which intersections are in your opinion the most relevant ones to look at when it comes to 

migration statistics? Which further dissagregations should be taken into an account to shed light 

on the realities of migrant women and migrant men?  

 

 

 

 

http://eige.europa.eu/gender-statistics/dgs
http://eige.europa.eu/gender-statistics/dgs
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2. Which other axes of inequalities should we consider? (The following are currently considered in 

the browsing tree: age, citizenship, ethnicity, religion, household status, sexual orientation.) 

 

3. Which outcomes should we focus on? (Currently, we are mainly looking at labor market 

outcomes (employment and unemployment rates, earnings) and income.) 

 

4. 

two alternative approaches: 

a. the pick-and-choose approach (use a small number of hand-picked indicators for each 

intersection, or  

b. the anything-but-the-kitchen-sink approach (all the tables showing a particular 

intersection (say sex*age) are shown.  

[Note also that relevant information is also found elsewhere (throughout the database), as breakdowns 

by key variables, such as age, citizenship status, etc. are available for many tables.] 

 

Migration 

 

In light of the current migrant crisis in Europe and in contribution to the implementation of the European 

Agenda on Migration, particularly as it relates to the situation of migrant women, EIGE`s gender statistics 

database provides gender statistics and information on various aspects of (in)equality between women 

and men, including several aspects of migration to and from the European Union countries.  

 

Gender statistics are especially important as they provide evidence on the prevailing conditions of 

women and men, information for gender-sensitive policy making and serve as an unbiased source of 

information to reflect and monitor the effects of governmental policies on the lives of migrant women 

and migrant men.  

 

In spite of the existent statistical activities reflecting available, sex-disaggregated data on migration in 

EIGE`s database, some of the key aspects of migration are missing due to scarcity and/or lack of sources. 

This is especially the case of undocumented migrants, who are in transition and/or reside in the country 

illegally. Yet they are still faced with challenges such as employment, education, health, poverty, violence, 

etc. Therefore, there is a need for coherent actions at the national and international level to collect and 

produce statistics reflecting the realities of women, men, girls and boys in transition routes.  

 

The infographic below reflects the above mentioned pattern illustrating visible migrants in blue and the 

remaining invisible face of migration representing a 

or not defined.   
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QUESTIONS: 
 

1. Taking into an account the prominent debate that is currently shaping the EU and the 

international setting: 

a. Which subdomains/subareas would you identify to be highlighted in the structure of the 

database? 

b. Which additional indicators and statistical sources/statistical providers could be further 

explored by EIGE to enrich the content of the database? 

 

2.  

 

3. -
class of statistical data addresses the integration of migrants into the host society and inequalities 
that migrants are facing both in terms of opportunities and in terms of outcomes. What data 
should we consider on migrant integration and (in)equality? 

 

 

grey zone 

migrants 

asylum 
seekers 

refugees 

non-EU territory 

 
EU territory 
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 12.00 to 13.00: Lunch break 

 

13.00 to 14.00: Health 

 

Gender plays a specific role both in the incidence and the prevalence of specific pathologies, as well as in 

their treatment and impact in terms of well-being and recovery. This is due to the interrelations between 

sex-related biological differences and socio-economic and cultural factors that affect the behaviour of 

women and men and their access to health services. 

The domain of health is one of the core domains of the gender equality index. This domain examines 

issues related to gender and health. Conceptually, it includes three critical areas: 

 health status, 

 health behaviours and 

 access to health structures. 

Due to constraints in the availability of data, it is only possible to measure two of the three sub-domains. 

Notably, the second sub-domain is not measured, as indicators related to health behaviours either are 

not disaggregated by sex or the country coverage is not complete. There is however quite a bit of data on 

health behaviours available elsewhere. For instance, in DG SANTE European Health Indicators database as 

well as in the European Health Interview Survey.  The remaining challenge is to identify health/risk 

behaviour related data that would the most gender-sensitive.  

 
1. Given that a lot of the current data sources (e.g., the Eurostat tables on causes of death) contain a 

large amount of information in a format that does not allow easy extraction of the key 

comparable information, should EIGE consider developing a set of key indicators on health 

(which would still be pertinent information in an easy-to-use form)? What should these indicators 

cover? 

 
2. Taking into account your interest and needs, how could this area be more accessible in the 

database? E.g. would it deserve a separate entry point on health structuring all the concerns 

around this area? 
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3. We are currently lacking data on health-related behaviours. The database currently contains 

EU-SILC). Some data from several Eurobarometer special surveys are also being processed. 

Nonetheless, the area still remains incomplete. Can you suggest ways of filling this gap? 

 

4. What health/risk behaviour related data would be most gender-sensitive, and display the 

situation for both women and men, possibly for different age groups as behaviours tend to 

ch -cycle? 

 

5. Which other relevant sources of information would you recommend EIGE to consider in the 

database? 

 

Debate: 

 

14.00 to 15.00: Power  

Women and men in decision making is an entry point of the gender statistics database which 

disseminates data which has been collected since 2003 by the European Commission. The purpose of this 

data collection is to monitor the numbers of women and men in key decision making positions. It covers 

positions of power and influence in politics, public administration, the judiciary, business and finance, 

social partners, some EU level NGOs1, women and men in environment and women  and men in media 

organisations.  

the SheFigures reports, which explore the balance of women and men in decision-making positions in 

research and innovation an area currently not covered by the database yet. 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1.  

a. which new domains of interest could be considered on women and men in decision-

making positions?  

b. what sources could be used to obtain data on these additional domains? 

 

2. On the basis of your own experience which challenges will EIGE face regarding: 

a. the taking over of this process? 

b. expanding data collection under this area? 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
1 The acronym goes for Non-
to as Civil Society Organisations.  
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Following the structure of the Gender Equality Index, Power is divided into three sub-domains of 

decision-making: political, social and economic. 

Social power is considered because of its symbolic impact on society and includes access to positions of 

power in the fields of science and technology, academia, media, religious or civil society organisations. .  

EIGE aims at improving availability of gender indicators under social power but some challenges remain.  

Areas such as education, media, sports and cultural institutions play a crucial role for social norms, 

attitudes and values and should be further explored in relation to gender and decision making. 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Which indicators would you recommend EIGE to analyse for being included in the database 

under Social power? 

 

2. Which other relevant sources of information would you recommend EIGE to consider in the 

database? 

 

 

15.00 to 16.00: Q&A  

- other questions/comments/suggestions the online audience would like to raise in connection to    

 

 

 


