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task to coordinate, 
centralise and disseminate research data and statistics on gender equality in 
Europe. 

 

The main purpose of this database is to build an overview on gender statistics, 

highlighting differences and inequalities between women and men. It will support 

the measurement of whether and to what extent gender equality is achieved. 

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/
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Therefore, it will serve as reliable resource in formulating and monitoring policies 

that are beneficial for both women and men and will facilitate making appropriate 

decisions towards the advancement of gender equality. 

 
The database contains gender statistics from all over the European Union (EU) and 
beyond, at the Member State, EU and European level. It aims at providing statistical 
evidence which can be used to support and complement the European 

monitor their progress. 
This resource provides a platform for the dissemination of developments in the 
field of gender statistics and promotes the inclusion of gender statistics into all 
fields of statistical activities at both the national and international levels. 

 

Previous consultations and recommendations for developing EIGE’s 

Gender Statistics Database 

In 2014, EIGE organised two online discussions with experts who highly 

contributed to the development of the database. The first online discussion on 

 & design (15 

July) and the second online event and opened up questions related to 

interface & dissemination (12 November). 

In the follow-

an online user-survey was carried out between 24th of November and 5th of 

December 2014. 

 

o The survey gathered opinion from 100 respondents with the profile of gender 

experts, statisticians, researchers and policy makers. 

o 

so that to monitor the situation at country/EU level, while 47% of the 

respondents for viewing graphs or charts or comparing the statistics of two or 

more countries.  

o However, the frequency of usage of gender statistics varies along with the 

different occupations of users. Gender experts, for example, make use of the 

statistics for monitoring purposes often or very often, while most statisticians, 

for further manipulation and analysis. 

o With regard to data visualisation, more than two thirds of the respondents 

(71.0%) would be interested in EU maps. Line charts were also considered 

useful for presenting statistics over time by 64.0% of the respondents. 

 

Aiming to share and discuss with a technical group the content of the database, its 

interface and functionalities, 

was organised by EIGE (February 2015). The main conclusions reached were as 

follows:  

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/web-discussions/functionality-and-design-eige-database-gender-statistics
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/web-discussions/online-discussion-eiges-database-gender-statistics-interface-dissemination
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/web-discussions/online-discussion-eiges-database-gender-statistics-interface-dissemination
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/polls-and-surveys/surveys/online-user-survey-database-gender-statistics
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o EIGE needs to think thoroughly about the quality standards for selecting 

data.  

o Shared experiences at national level as well as the challenges will improve 

the resource that EIGE is developing 

o EIGE should propose internally the establishment of an ongoing 

Gender. If interested to 

join the workspace, you can email at: eurogender@eige.europa.eu  

 

Interesting suggestions were gathered during the previous discussions with 

experts which are summarised below:  

 
scientific reference  

o  Database aims at facilitating structured and user-

friendly access to gender statistics information for users such as policy-

makers, civil servants, statisticians, research organisations, social partners, 

civil society organisations, media, and ultimately EU citizens. Therefore, the 

relevance to produce and disseminate scientifically strong and 

standardised data was emphasised. 

Integrate Statistics on Gender-Based Violence  

o The database will also help clearly identify areas for which currently gender 

statistics are not produced. The Institute is not yet a main data provider of 

gender statistics; it will therefore have to rely on other data producers.  

Data Comparability  

o Data comparability is indeed an issue even in technical terms. For example, 

statistics that will show absolute numbers are not comparable because the 

sizes differ amongst EU Member States. 

Quality of Data Analysis  

o While disseminating the statistical production of other sources, the 

accurate information about methodology, concepts, and legal background 

behind the figures should be extensively reported in order to allow correct 

analyses and interpretation. Therefore, reporting data quality is also a 

gender-relevant issue. In order to document quality of data EIGE

Statistics Database is providing a detailed metadata sheet for each entry. 

The metadata standard format uses the SMDX format, as adopted by 

Eurostat. Thus it standardizes to a unique format meta information for all 

statistics displayed in the database. 

Making visible the national efforts on strengthening statistical 

capacities 

o Each EU Member State is collecting its own data to fulfil their national 

needs. It is paramount to show the national efforts in order to create a best 

practice behaviors to be adopted progressively by MS. 

 

The proposals and questions around the interface of the database were positively 

received, and helped EIGE to fine-tune the interface and database functions to be 

launched in the autumn of 2015.  

 

Although web design is not finished yet, public 

access to the database is temporarily granted through the following link: 

http://beta-stat-1.eige.europa.eu/ 

mailto:eurogender@eige.europa.eu
http://beta-stat-1.eige.europa.eu/
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Tree structure for area of violence- displayed under thematic areas  - 

within EIGE’s Gender Statistics Database 

 

 
 

The entry point of Beijing indicators presents indicators on violence 

against women: 
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The entry point of the Gender Equality Index presents indicators on 

violence against women: 
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Agenda 

 

09.00am to 09.10am CET - Welcome and Introduction 

9.10am to 11.30am CET- Validation of the current tree structure within 

the section on violence  

Although web design is not finished yet, public 

access to the database is temporarily granted through the following link: 

http://beta-stat-1.eige.europa.eu/ 
 

In the organization of the tree structure, under thematic areas, data are displayed 

following the approach of data producers and data availability. What refers to the 

entry points of the Gender Equality Index and BPfA. 
 

Some parts of the tree are empty due to missing data. This serves the purpose of 

exposing existing data gaps.  

 
Therefore, we are raising the following questions to you: 

- Do you consider that the organizing principles taken for displaying statistics 

information reflect a comprehensive approach towards the need for 

statistics evidence in the area of VaW? 

- Would it promote the improvement of data collection in this area?   

- Which other aspects could be reflected in the proposed tree structure, 

namely under the headin  

- Overall, is it intuitive? What do you miss from the tree structure? 

 

11.30 - 13.00 CET - Challenges in harmonizing concepts, definitions and 

methodologies 

One challenge we would like to discuss with you today refers to the difficulties we 
encounter in harmonising concepts, definitions and methodologies. This hampers 
comparability of statistics within EU Member States. 

As only harmonised data can be compared internationally, harmonised sources are 
given precedence over non-harmonised sources. 
However, most of the challenges to be addressed within the section on violence 
are caused by a limited of data collection. This hampers from obtaining a 
comprehensive picture of the phenomenon of gender-based violence at the EU 
level. Having this in mind, statistics data and metadata generated at the national 
level will be stored and displayed in EIGE s Gender Statistics Database even if 
non-harmonised and with limited comparability within Member states.  
 

Therefore, we are raising the following questions to you: 

- Which would be the best way to highlight concepts, methods and 

definitions that vary from country to country? 

http://beta-stat-1.eige.europa.eu/
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- Which functionalities should be allowed for extraction of data within this 

specific area of violence? E. g. EU maps, line charts, viewing 

graphs/charts/tables comparing the statistics of two or more countries. 

- Should the user be allowed to extract data with the same functionalities as 

for the other areas where data is comparable? 

- Should the extraction be limited per country? Allowing extractions of 

tables/graphs with countries side by side would imply possible 

comparability. 
 

 

13.30 - 15.00 CET – Use of statistics for monitoring Victims’ Directive and 

Istanbul Convention 

There have been no legal requirements in relation to data collection on gender-
based violence at the European level. However, this situation has been improved 
with the enactment of the Victims Directive (2012/29/EU) of the European Union on 
25th October 2012. The entry into force of the Convention on Prevention and 
Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) 
of the Council of Europe on 1st August 2014 is another important development in this 
regard. The EU has not yet ratified this Convention. 
 
The Victims Directive of the European Union establishes minimum standards on 
the rights, support and protection of victims of any crime. It is, to date, the most 
important EU Directive with regard to data collection on gender-based 
violence. 
It includes in its preamble, an EU-wide definition of gender-based violence and 
violence committed in close relationships. It reiterates in paragraph 64 the 
importance of systematic and adequate statistical data collection. Article 28 of the 
Directive states that Member States shall communicate available data to the 
European Commission, by 16th November 2017, and every three years thereafter, 
on how victims (including victims of gender-based violence) have accessed the 
rights set out in the Directive. This data should include at least the number and 
type of the reported crimes and, as far as such data are known and available, the 
number, age and gender of the victims. 
 
Looking beyond the EU, the Istanbul Convention includes obligations on Member 
States that have ratified the Convention in relation to data collection and research. 
Article 11 stipulates measures to be taken by Member States that have ratified the 
Convention for the purpose of its implementation: 

- Collect disaggregated relevant statistical data at regular intervals on cases 
of all forms of violence covered by the scope of the Convention. 

- Support research in the field of all forms of violence covered by the scope of 
the Convention to study its root causes and effects, incidences and 
conviction rates, as well as the efficacy of measures taken to implement the 
Convention. 

- Conduct population-based surveys at regular intervals to assess the 
prevalence of and trends in all forms of violence covered by the 
Convention. 
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- Provide the group of experts, as referred to in article 66 of the Convention, 
with the information collected in order to stimulate international 
cooperation and enable international benchmarking. 

- Ensure that information collected is available to the public. 
 

Having this recent legal framework in mind, we are raising the following 
questions to you: 

- Which additional entry points could be considered addressing current 

needs within the area of violence against women? (e.g. the need for 

Member States to monitor the implementation of the Istanbul or for 

directive could create the opportunity for a specific entry point in the 

database within the area of gender-based violence) 

- Do you consider 

database could promote the production of more quality statistics for the 

purpose of monitoring  

 To what extent  

 How? 


