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Introduction

The online discussion on ‘EIGE’s Database on Gender Statistics: Interface & Dissemination’ took place on 13th November 
2014. At this stage of the project, the content and related organising principles of the database have already been devel-
oped.

The gender statistics database of the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) should thus become a centralised 
source of statistics, data, and metadata according to different search criteria and identified keywords within the framework 
of EU policy areas on gender equality. The new database identifies, produces, and disseminates statistics reflecting the 
reality of women’s and men’s lives as well as policy issues relating to gender equality.

The main purpose of the online discussion was to receive feedback from potential users of the database and other stake-
holders concerning their needs, in particular with respect to interface and web visualisation of the database.

Invitations were sent to a restricted group of selected stakeholders coming from a diverse professional background and 
working with different institutions such as national statistics offices and/or national machineries for gender equality.

This report of the online discussion aims to enable dissemination of the insights and learning from the debate. It will serve 
as a resource to EIGE in the development of the future database, which is expected to be operational by autumn 2015. 

The report presents a summary of the key points made and themes explored during the debate. Inevitably, it is impossible 
to reflect in full the variety of ideas and perspectives brought forward. 

Organisation

The online discussion was organised in two sessions; one of them was more focused on visualisation aspects connected to 
the functionalities of the database, and the second one aimed at its dissemination and promotion. Each session explored a 
different area of work that could be progressed by EIGE, and was facilitated around a set of general questions.

Session 1: Interfaces/Visual Proposals for the New EIGE Database on Gender Statistics 

This session explored the following questions:

 What are the expectations you have from a gender statistics database, what are your needs in this respect?

 What do you think about the suggested entry points and interfaces EIGE envisages for its new database? 

 With respect to the content of the landing pages, what do you prefer to do on the homepage of the gender statistics database?

•	 See what this database is about and how to use it?

•	 Directly see the different entry points and search field for the statistics you are interested in? 

 What is the best way to navigate through the database?

•	 By using keywords?

•	 By using a tree (similar to Eurostat’s tree logic)?

 Which functionalities are important and which functionalities have less priority for you in a gender statistics database?



EIGE’s Database on Gender Statistics: Interface & Dissemination 5

 How do you expect to use the database? For example: 

•	 access statistics;

•	 access the metadata of the statistics;

•	 compare two (or more) countries over some specific statistics;

•	 add and remove parameters in the tables presenting statistics;

•	 saving statistics visualisations (graphs/maps) as images;

•	 sharing statistics on social media;

•	 use the data from a linked-data API (Application Programming Interface) – e.g. with SPARQL (SPARQL Protocol and RDF 
Query Language) – to develop my own applications;

•	 embed statistics in my own website.

 Which parameters are the most important?

•	 Year, Country, Sex, something else?

 Which format is the most useful for saving statistics?

•	 Csv, xlsx, pdf, spsss, stata, xml, something else?

 Which visibility should be displayed regarding the tree structure of the database? 

 When accessing a statistic page, which visualisation is the most important?

•	 Simple table?

•	 Chart (pie, bar, histogram, scatter plot, trend/evolution over time, something else?)

Session 2: Dissemination and Promotion of the New Database

This session revolved around the following questions:

 How to raise awareness on the new database among relevant target groups, and consequently broaden the EIGE network? 

 Should EIGE prepare a campaign or an event to launch the database?

Participation

Fifteen people actively participated in the online discussion, and a larger number of 23 people attended. They made eighty 
contributions to the various debates. The participants came from eight different Member States (Spain, Belgium, Lithuania, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Greece), and were either individual researchers or national experts or 
representatives of NGOs and women’s organisations. 

The debate was held in English. 
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Background

According to EIGE’s mid-term programme 2013-2015, the Institute is expected to establish a reliable source of informa-
tion and data on gender equality in the EU. This includes the objectives of coordinating, centralising, and disseminating 
research data and statistics on gender equality in Europe.

Under this goal, EIGE has been working for some time with several sources of quantitative and qualitative data within dif-
ferent projects. Aiming to consolidate, organise, and integrate the results of such work, the Institute has been establishing 
a centralised source of information on gender statistics for its own stakeholders and the general public – EIGE’s Database 
on Gender Statistics.

Through the development of its centralised resource on gender statistics, EIGE will identify, produce, and disseminate sta-
tistics reflecting the realities of women’s and men’s lives as well as policy issues relating to gender equality.

With the goal of adequately reflecting differences and inequalities in the situation of women and men in all areas of life, 
gender statistics cut across the traditional fields of statistics. They are defined by the sum of the following characteristics:

•	 data collected and presented disaggregated by sex as a primary and overall classification;

•	 data reflecting gender issues;

•	 data based on concepts and definitions that adequately mirror the diversity of women and men, and capture all as-
pects of their lives; 

•	 data collection methods taking into account stereotypes and social and cultural factors that may induce gender biases.

EIGE’s database on gender statistics should become a centralised resource for users to obtain statistics, data, and metadata 
according to different search criteria within the perspective of EU policy areas on gender equality and identified keywords.

The online discussion tackled different solutions for interface and web visualisation of the database, based on participants’ 
preferences and set of priorities when using the gender statistics database. It also assessed how to best promote and raise 
awareness on the new tool for its expected launch in the autumn of 2015. 
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Summary 

Session One: Interfaces/Visual Proposals for the New EIGE Database on Gender Statistics

The EIGE database ‘has been developed taking into account the Institute’s main stakeholders’ needs and interests who are 
primarily policy-makers and gender experts’ and the main focus of the discussion was on the collection of more informa-
tion from the users to facilitate its use and create a greater impact.

‘The resource should also target other users such as students, academics and/or journalists who come from different ar-
eas of expertise as gender statistics, and should adequately reflect differences and inequalities in the situation of women 
and men in all areas of life’. She also pointed out that the ‘database on gender statistics should create an impact on other 
areas of traditional statistics such as labour market and/or business statistics by identifying current gaps on statistics 
information.’ Ligia Nobrega

‘It is a great challenge for EIGE to coordinate the availability of all the resources which have been produced under other 
areas with the gender statistics database.’ Ligia Nobrega

Contributions and Key Issues

Participants discussed the different proposals for the interface, sharing perspectives on the utility, handiness, and user-friend-
liness. They also commented on what should be the priorities and aims of the database, as well as the target audience.

The facilitator of the discussion, Dorothee Fischer, invited them to share their impressions on the homepage proposals to 
get an idea of the users’ preferences and priorities. There was no consensus on one particular proposal but the following 
comments were made:

PROPOSAL 1: 
Landing in the browse/search page directly

‘gives direct access to the navigation tree’ and its ‘focus is 
on the statistics’

PROPOSAL 3:  
Audience-based (I am a ‘landing page’)

‘visually attractive’

PROPOSAL 4:  
Custom landing page focusing on navigation and search

has ‘clear calls for actions, and emphasises both navigation 
and search’

PROPOSAL 5:  
Combination of proposals 2 and 4

‘interested in accessing more detail and am typically al-
ready familiar with the existing publications’

PROPOSALS 1 AND 4 provided ‘extended information’ and allowed to see ‘the 
overall content structure straight away’

NB: Proposal 2 (Custom landing page based on promoted content/indicators) and Proposal 6 (Proposal 2 + All entry points available) were 
not commented upon. The Proposals are available at this link: http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/events/online-discussion-eige%E2%80%99s-
database-gender-statistics-interface-dissemination.

Proposal 3 also raised the issue of defining target groups as it presents a ‘user profile’ approach. Unfortunately, target 
groups were not discussed more in detail.

The participants agreed on the necessity to give users the possibility to browse by keywords and by the use of a tree in 
order to offer them flexibility in their search according to their requests and preference. 

Among the preferred functionalities mentioned, the emphasis of the participants was on the access to gender statistics 
with the metadata, and the possibility to make cross-cultural comparisons between two (or more) countries over specific 
gender statistics by selecting countries and the variables to compare (through the ‘add’ or ‘remove’ parameters in the 

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/events/online-discussion-eige%E2%80%99s-database-gender-statistics-interface-dissemination
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/events/online-discussion-eige%E2%80%99s-database-gender-statistics-interface-dissemination
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tables). One person reflected on the importance of having disaggregated data on sex, but also on age and ethnic/migrant 
groups, and another one pointed out the utility of saving gender statistics visualisations as images (graphs/maps) for pre-
sentations or reporting.

Regarding the most useful formats for the EIGE database:

•	 csv (used by many statistics/data software applications) or tsv (for larger quantities of data), xlsx (for office users 
mainly), and txt were deemed to be useful by the majority of participants for conducting studies, manipulating/ana-
lysing data, and downloading/saving statistics;

•	 spsss was recommended to target scholars ‘because a lot of scholars are using SPSS to apply basic analysis param-
eters: sex, level of education, age, country, year, and rural/urban area’;

•	 pdf, html, and xml were mentioned for downloading tables or graphs.

Lourenco Nobrega suggested including ‘the possibility of downloading pre-formatted tables and graphs of the most com-
mon datasets’ as a more ready-to-use tool. Solène Larue backed him up by saying that ‘when accessing a page, [a] simple 
table is preferable, but access to some charts can be useful’.

On the access to the database, the following comments were collected:

Desktop Mobile

‘should be a priority’ ‘the trend of IT should be followed’

‘this database will be used mostly for research’
‘when visitors are on mobile and want a fast and easy ac-
cess to a specific indicator’

‘I would also expect to get a full range of functionalities 
(exporting, accessing metadata, etc.)’

‘I would expect to see just the number (and maybe a 
short explanation)’

‘The more accessible the resource is, the more it will be used’

Indeed the largest access to the EIGE database would allow a better data dissemination. 

‘With the availability and maintenance of this resource, EIGE hopes to reach out also to policy-makers, journalists, and 
opinion-makers who hold an interest regarding statistics evidence on gender equality.’ Ligia Nobrega

Interesting Suggestions Tabled during the Discussion

Establish the EIGE Database as a Scientific Reference

EIGE’s Database on Gender Statistics aims at facilitating structured and user-friendly access to gender statistics information 
for users such as policy-makers, civil servants, statisticians, research organisations, social partners, civil society organisations, 
media, and ultimately EU citizens. 

Therefore, the relevance to produce and disseminate scientifically strong and standardised data was emphasised as shown 
by these quotes: ‘the standardisation (as in FRA1) is important’, ‘the debate should not go about the “quality” of the statistics’, 

‘more debate about the content and the meaning is possible’.

Integrate Statistics on Gender-Based Violence

The database will also help to clearly identify areas for which currently gender statistics are not produced. The Institute is 
not yet a main producer of gender statistics; it will therefore have to rely on other data producers. 

1  The Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) produces a survey on gender-based violence against women, and a European Union lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (EU LGBT) survey.
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‘It is very important that the EIGE database will include the figures on violence against women (this subject is not yet part 
of the EIGE Gender Equality Index because of missing statistics)’. Eelco Wierda

Data Comparability

Data comparability is indeed an issue even in technical terms. For example, statistics that will show absolute numbers are 
not comparable because the sizes differ amongst EU Member States.

‘Therefore, a useful element of the database would be to show clearly which of the statistics are comparable and which 
are not’. Dimitris Tsoutsias

Quality of Data Analysis

While disseminating the statistical production of other sources, the accurate information about methodology, concepts, 
and legal background behind the figures should be extensively reported in order to allow correct analyses and interpreta-
tion. Therefore, reporting data quality is also a gender-relevant issue.

Session Two: Dissemination and Promotion of the New Database

The second part of the discussion focused on the launch of the online database expected for the autumn of 2015, as well 
as on what are the possible dissemination strategies to be developed by EIGE in order to raise awareness on the new tool 
among selected target users, and then broaden the initial network of users.

The afternoon discussion gathered more participants but was also more concise. Overall, strategies and aims were debated 
but no tools in particular were discussed in greater details. However, the contributions allowed the possibility to design a 
basic scheme for the EIGE communication team based on participants’ expectations.

Contributions and Key Issues 

Communication Strategy

General elements

•	 identification of ‘primary users’, such as statisticians, decision-makers and gender experts, as well as ‘influenc-
ers’ (‘identifying and using relayers of information while communicating EIGE’s Database on Gender Statistics’).

•	 planning of specific promotional activities for ‘official statistics producers to strengthen the dialogue between 
EIGE and these producers’. They suggested that the promotion should be implemented through the contacts of ‘EIGE 
Board national representatives and EIGE national correspondents’.

Promotion and Dissemination

•	 display the database in research and statistics events to take advantage of the presence of targeted users, and 
demonstrate how the database works and what kind of statistical data it includes. 

‘My experience is also that often you need to show people the potential of these sometimes “boring” tools. You can im-
press people when you show them the graphs and correlations you could get out of the new database that may be use-
ful in very different contexts outside gender debates, as you wrote yourself with the climate change example’. Dorothee 
Fischer

Provide practitioners with in-depth training on the use of the database

‘EIGE could provide a series of in-depth trainings to gender experts working in the national machineries – maybe even 
coordinators of Gender Mainstreaming Networks – for them to provide further training to the members of the respec-
tive networks’. Alexandrina Satnoianu. 

Launch and Campaign

The participants agreed that the promotion of the database need to be done online. They also defended the view that 
online campaigns and digital events would reduce organisational costs compared to physical events.
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‘This will be the future, I believe, and it will save money having it online.’ Christina Andersson

Even though they did not mention which tool could be more adequate for an e-campaign, the idea of a webinar to display 
and explain the functioning of the database was brought up.

‘Maybe a webinar style (with video) in which the different functions of the database could be demonstrated live so that 
people understand the different functionalities of the new tool.’ Dorothee Fischer 

However, the participants did not discard the possibility of presenting the database in physical events either, in order to 
directly reach out to EIGE’s main target groups (policy-makers, the media, NGOs, academics, etc.). In that respect, the fol-
lowing proposals were made: 

•	 launch the campaign in Brussels: 

‘I think it is important to launch the EIGE database in Brussels in an event with members of the European Commission 
and the European Parliament.’ Atria Institute on Gender Equality and Women’s History

•	 present unexpected gender facts through press releases to attract politicians’, policy-makers’, and journalists’ attention;

•	 do ‘data mining’;

•	 contextualise the data presented through comparison with other influential countries (Europe with BRICS and newly 
industrialised countries).

‘EIGE should definitely try to be present in physical events, not only to demonstrate the database per se, but to demon-
strate statistics/facts that come from the database.

It would also be great, if EIGE’s Database on Gender Statistics became the reference point for anyone who is interested 
in statistics in the thematic areas covered. Since this database is covering practically most aspects of society, its statistics 
should be presented not only during events related to gender equality’. Dimitris Tsoutsias.

Conclusions and Follow-up 

All in all, the proposals and questions around the interface of the database were positively received, and will help EIGE to 
fine-tune the interface and functions of the new tool, which will be launched in the autumn of 2015. 

The online discussion was only one step in the testing and development phase. EIGE is planning further activities in the 
upcoming months (a survey and a focus group). Some issues will certainly need to be clarified, as the database is thought 
to be a dynamic product that will be progressively adjusted, even once online.

The proposals concerning the dissemination campaign were also very useful, since these need to be planned well in ad-
vance, in particular the launch event. 

It was once again confirmed that EIGE’s new database is a tool that many gender equality stakeholders across Europe are 
looking forward to, since it will facilitate access to gender statistics and any research work related. 
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Annex I: Resources 

The background document on the structure of the new database made available on EuroGender platform during 
the discussion  

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/web-discussions-files/GenderStatistics_Background%20note.pdf

Annex II: Transcript 

Link to the online discussion transcript 

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/web-discussions-files/Online%20discussion%20on%20
EIGE%E2%80%99s%20database%20on%20gender%20statistics%20-%20interface%20%26%20dissemination%20
-transcript.pdf

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/web-discussions-files/GenderStatistics_Background note.pdf
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/web-discussions-files/Online discussion on EIGE%E2%80%99s database on gender statistics - interface %26 dissemination -transcript.pdf
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/web-discussions-files/Online discussion on EIGE%E2%80%99s database on gender statistics - interface %26 dissemination -transcript.pdf
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/web-discussions-files/Online discussion on EIGE%E2%80%99s database on gender statistics - interface %26 dissemination -transcript.pdf
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