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Press-release 

On 25 November the Town Hall of Vilnius will be lit in orange to mark the International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence against Women. It also marks the start of the EU Commission’s yearlong 

campaign of focused actions to combat violence against women.  

EIGE starts the campaign in Vilnius, which becomes part of many Orange events organised world-

wide. On the same day, landmarks from the Parliament of Greece, to the European Parliament 

building in Brussels will be lit up in orange to raise awareness of the urgent need to end violence 

against women and girls.  

“Violence against women exists in every country around the world. According to an EU-wide survey 

on violence against women, 31% of women in Lithuania have experienced physical and/or sexual 

violence since the age of 15. In Lithuania, there is a serious problem of blaming victims themselves 

for the violence they have suffered. 86% of Lithuanians interviewed in the 2010 Eurobarometer 

survey agreed that the provocative behaviour of women was a cause of domestic violence. This 

percentage was the highest percentage recorded in the EU and shows that attitudes towards 

violence against women need to change”, said Virginija Langbakk, Director of EIGE. 

In support of the campaign and to give an overview of violence against women in different national 

contexts, EIGE is launching a series of fact sheets covering all Member States.  

Specific information for Lithuania shows that 35% of women in Lithuania have experienced sexual 

harassment since the age of 15. Furthermore, the cost of intimate partner violence against women 

in Lithuania is estimated to amount to € 600 million per year. 

It is not easy to have an accurate picture of the extent of violence because many women do not 

report their cases due to a social acceptance of violence, and in some Member States a low level of 

trust in Police.  

Lithuania has a free 24/7 national hotline for women victims of domestic violence and 29 crisis 

centres where victims of domestic violence can get help, however these tend to be in the larger 

towns and assistance in remote areas could be improved. 

EIGE will be regularly communicating facts and information about the efforts to eliminate violence 

against women. From 25 November until 10 December, International human rights day, daily posts 

will be published on Facebook and Twitter, #16Days and #orangetheworld. 

Vilnius Town Hall will be lit up in orange from 18.00 on 25 November to 27 November.   
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For more information, please contact EIGE s Programme Coordinator on Gender-based Violence: 

 

jurgita.peciuriene@eige.europa.eu  

Tel. nr.: +37052157427 
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